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CAPE COD REGIONAL GOVERNMENT

ASSEMBLY OF DELEGATES

Unapproved JOURNAL OF PROCEEDINGS – December 15, 2010



Speaker BERGSTROM called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.


Speaker BERGSTROM:   Good afternoon.  Welcome to the Wednesday, December 15, 2010 meeting of the Cape Cod Regional Government Assembly of Delegates.  This is the last meeting of our Eleventh Session.  We will begin the meeting with a moment of silence to honor our troops who have died in service to our country and all of those who are serving our country in the Armed Forces.

Moment of Silence



Speaker BERGSTROM:  Thank you.



Now we will stand for the Pledge of Allegiance.                   

Pledge of Allegiance



Speaker BERGSTROM:  Thank you.



The Clerk will call the roll.

Roll Call (85.30%): Richard Anderson (8.43% - Bourne), Ronald Bergstrom (2.98% - Chatham), George Bryant (1.54% - Provincetown), Leo Cakounes (5.57% - Harwich), Christopher Kanaga (2.85% - Orleans), Thomas Keyes (9.06% - Sandwich), Marcia King (5.83% - Mashpee), Thomas Lynch (21.52% - Barnstable), Teresa Martin (2.45% - Eastham), John Ohman (7.19% - Dennis), Paul Pilcher (1.24% - Wellfleet), Fred Schilpp (0.94 – Truro), Anthony Scalese (4.54% - Brewster),  and Charlotte Striebel (11.16% - Yarmouth)

Absent (14.70%):  Julia C. Taylor (14.70% - Falmouth) (Ms. Taylor arrived at 4:05 p.m.)


Ms. SPRINGER:   Mr. Speaker, we have a quorum with 85.30 percent of the Delegates present.

Committee of the Whole



Speaker BERGSTROM:   Thank you.



I will now need a motion to approve the Calendar of Business.



Deputy Speaker KEYES:   Motion to approve the Calendar of Business for December 15, 2010, as presented. 



Ms. KING:   Second.



Speaker BERGSTROM:   It’s been moved and seconded.  Is there any further comment?



If not, all those in favor say “aye.”  Opposed?



Now I will also need a motion to approve the Journal of December 1, 2010.  You should have all been supplied with a copy of the minutes.  Do I have a motion on that?  



Deputy Speaker KEYES:   Move to approve the Journal of December 1, 2010, as submitted.



Ms. STRIEBEL:   Second.



Speaker BERGSTROM:   It’s been moved and seconded.



Are there any further additions or corrections to the Journal?



Hearing none, all those in favor say “aye.”  Opposed?

Communications from the Board of Regional Commissioners



Speaker BERGSTROM:   Okay.  That brings us to Communications from the Board of Regional Commissioners.  I see two of the Commissioners here.



Commissioner DOHERTY:   As usual, I wish you a cheerful good afternoon and a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year and all of the wonderful things that happen in the season.  I have been put under pressure by Pat Flynn, who is out there working on our behalf up in Boston, to make sure that I keep this brief.  I know that it will be tough.



(laughter)

Submission of Proposed Ordinance 10-24:  Amendment of the Regional Policy Plan per Section 8H of Chapter 716 of the Acts of 1989, as amended.

Submission of Proposed Ordinance 10-25: To amend Ordinance 08-09 to amend the Regional Land Use Vision Map in the 2009 Regional Policy Plan in accordance with Section 8(h) and other applicable sections of the Cape Cod Commission Act, Chapter 716 of the Acts of 1989, as amended, and Barnstable County Ordinance 91-8, to incorporate the changes to the attached Land User Vision Map as designated.


Commissioner DOHERTY:  Today I have two Ordinances.  One is a technical correction which was asked for by the Assembly that’s being submitted on behalf of the Cape Cod Commission.  Plus, an Amendment to Ordinance 10-07 to amend the Regional Land Use Vision Map, and those will be going forward.



I’ve also been asked by our Administrator for you to vote on a Resolution to transfer a small amount of funds to cover costs with regard to the temporary replacement of the Public Health nurse, and that is before you.

Recognitions



Commissioner DOHERTY:  But the most important thing that we have to do today is to recognize two people, among the several that are leaving, but especially we do not want this day to pass without giving some type of tangible recognition to both George Bryant and to Charlotte Striebel for their service.



In the case of Charlotte, of course, we served together proudly and I believe I preceded you when you came from Yarmouth?



Ms. STRIEBEL:   Yes, you did.



Commissioner DOHERTY:   But in the case of George, George has preceded all of us, and what we thought would be very important was to make sure that we gave you some type of authority to come back and give the Assembly the benefit of your wisdom at the times you might choose to do that.



“WHEREAS, GEORGE BRYANT has served as the Delegate from the Town of Provincetown since the formation of the Assembly of Delegates in 1989, and



“WHEREAS, he has worked in an exemplary manner to serve his community,



“NOW THEREFORE we, Mary Pat Flynn, William Doherty, and Sheila Lyons, County Commissioners of Barnstable County, do hereby declare and proclaim GEORGE D. BRYANT as Honorary Dean of the Assembly of Delegates.”



Seal of the County of Barnstable.  Presented this day the 15th of December 2010.



(applause)



When you come – and I know you will – and you’re asked what business do you have here?  You can say I am carrying on the work of making sure that if there is some little piece of information that I thought you needed to know, that I’m here to share it with you.



George, thank you very much for your service.  I enjoyed serving with you.



Mr. BRYANT:   I appreciate your gesture.



County Commissioner DOHERTY:   Now we also want to recognize and honor Charlotte, who has not only served ably as a Delegate for the Town of Yarmouth, but also at different times has been your Speaker.



This is a “Certificate of Recognition Awarded to Charlotte Striebel in grateful recognition for her years of dedicated service on the Assembly of Delegates.  Presented this 15th day of December 2010,” and it is signed by all of us – Mary Pat Flynn, Bill Doherty, and Sheila Lyons.



And I’d like to present this to her.



Ms. STRIEBEL:    Thank you very much.



(applause)



Commissioner LYONS:   If I may, Bill.  I just want to add that when I was first here on the Assembly, all of you – Marcia, Tony, Tom, and Julie – everybody was very welcoming.  Charlotte was our Speaker then and she really was very, very helpful.  She was always there if you had a question and she was there to support and to help out, and there was never anything to cause some sort of ulterior motive or misdirection.  So I’ve always appreciated that, Charlotte, and I thank you for that.



That goes doubly for you, George.  I want to always thank you for not only your friendship and your kindness, but your really very good stewardship of the County.  You were never afraid to speak the truth to power and remind everyone that you’ve known them when, and maybe to their chagrin.  So don’t stop doing that and hold us to task when you feel necessary.  So thank you.



All of you will be missed.  And that goes for Fred, who is leaving.  I want to thank you as well.  It has been great being friends and serving together.  



And there is one other person leaving – Tom.  Tom and I have not always seen eye to eye on things but I think we’ve always had a good working relationship.  We’ve disagreed in a very good manner and we’ve been able to have those differences.



Commissioner DOHERTY:   We have so much to learn from our differences, don’t we?



Commissioner LYONS:   We do indeed.  We might find out that we are wrong.



(laughter)



Commissioner DOHERTY:   I don’t recall that happening with me.



(laughter)



Commissioner LYONS:   That’s you, Bill.



Speaker BERGSTROM:   Rather than enumerating all of our differences, which would take up the whole meeting – 



(laughter)



Is there any other communication?



Commissioner DOHERTY:   Other than you’re going to save Andrew Gottlieb’s marriage if you get to that vote now.

NOAH Shelter Telethon



Commissioner LYONS:   Yes, you have to get to that vote but I just want to remind people that tonight is the NOAH Shelter Telethon.  I know that this will be too late for those in the public but anyone here who is feeling generous and thinking on these cold nights of those who will not have a home, they are in dire need of your support and monetary contributions.



Commissioner DOHERTY:   At 5:30 if you want to see Sheila go into her act, it will be on Channel 17.



Commissioner LYONS:   I will be calling you all out by name.



Speaker BERGSTROM:   Are there any questions for the Commissioners on any topic?



Yes, Charlotte?



Ms. STRIEBEL:   Thank you, Mr. Speaker.



I just want to thank you, Sheila, for those nice words.  Thank you very much.



Commissioner LYONS:   I mean those.



Ms. STRIEBEL:   I know you do and I appreciate them very much.



Bill, I thank you for everything.  You were a good teacher and I’ve enjoyed very much working with you – not only here on the Assembly but with the Cape Light Compact.  We’ve been together a long time.



Commissioner DOHERTY:   We’ll still be together at the Cape Light Compact for a while.



Ms. STRIEBEL:   Yes, for a little while.



Commissioner DOHERTY:   I’ll treasure those moments.



Thank you, Charlotte.



Speaker BERGSTROM:   Anyone else?



Marcia?



Ms. KING:   Thank you, Mr. Speaker.



In the past, I’ve always asked at the end of every month to try to get an update on the budget – where we stand – and we get it, and we haven’t gotten it for a while.  Can you ask Mark Zielinski for it?  And is there any way that you could make it so that we could get it, hopefully, every month or so?  I’d like to see that.



Commissioner DOHERTY:   On January 3rd, we’re hoping to see the first of the budgets coming in.  We’re starting our hearings with regard to review and I’ll certainly make sure that that is asked.



Ms. KING:   That wasn’t the question.  I’m talking about the current budget.  I’ve asked to try to see where we are with the current budget and how much we’ve spent to date and I thought at one point that Mark had said he was going to give it to us after every month and we got it months ago and haven’t gotten it since.



Commissioner DOHERTY:   You’re looking for a report?



Ms. KING:   Yes.



Commissioner LYONS:   Thank you for bringing that up.



Speaker BERGSTROM:   Is there anything else?



George?



Mr. BRYANT:   I’d like to thank you as well.  It has been an interesting 22 years.  I actually started earlier.  When I was elected as a Selectman in Provincetown in 1976, the budgets were put together by a group of Selectmen and sent to the Legislature.  We would meet in Rooms 11 and 12 several times a year to get the budget together and make changes to it.  Then in 1982, the Barnstable County Government Review Committee was put together and that produced a document that’s very similar to the Charter that came along a couple of years after that.



The Barnstable County Government Review Committee was appointed by the Commissioners.  They could see that things weren’t as they should be and that we needed more participation from the towns on a more regular basis, so that’s how it came together.  The Commissioners at the time were Ed Crowell, Roger Savory, and a man from Yarmouth whose name I can’t remember.  He was a State Policeman and Commissioner.  Later, he was in charge of security at Raytheon.  But the three of them realized that it couldn’t go on like that and that changes had to be made.  
My younger son, Eric, who is 28, he was born the week that the Barnstable County Government Review Committee was started so that always gives me a reference as to when it was.



(laughter)



I’d just like to sketch out a few things.  One of the problems that the Cape has, of course, is the enormous budgets for the towns.  They’re now approaching one billion dollars a year, including the Fire Districts and Water Districts of the Cape.  And I urge you to start your regionalization effort that you did last year before the budget caused it to flounder because the towns aren’t going to do it themselves.  You’re going to have to establish some sort of a group for them that they can join if they so care to.  I think one of the big problems on the Cape is the fact that with professional managers, the towns are less likely to regionalize.  If it had been what it was back in the 70’s, I believe the towns would be very interested in regionalizing because they realized what they couldn’t do.



Provincetown had its first manager in the early 50’s for reasons that are different than the other towns.  But you’re going to have to do something, as you tried before, to get people interested.  The larger towns will lead the way and it will professionalize the services on the Cape and give people in government a chance to step even higher than they might have before.  If you have a small town, they can only go so high.  So it’s really necessary.



You really need drawn up by professionals the services and the space that the County uses.  The County, for the last several years, has occupied about 25,000 square feet here, and we rent, of course, the building that was a hardware store on Main Street and paid over a million dollars in rent for that.  It just doesn’t make any sense.  
Adapting the jail only goes so far.  It’s a building that probably should be loaded onto trains and taken away.  The building is not really desirable for offices.  It may be nice inside the various rooms but it’s just a big huge bunker that is never going to serve the needs of the County.



We should start thinking about moving away from here – anywhere the regional government can be seen as a regional government.  We don’t even have a sign out on the road after 22 years.



Commissioner LYONS:   That’s a very good point.



Mr. BRYANT:   It doesn’t make any sense.



The County needs an Art Commission.  In the early 90’s, I brought up the problem of the artwork that’s been donated, mostly by artists from Provincetown, Truro and Wellfleet.  They’re still sitting all over the place in the Administration Building.  We need an Art Commission with a few people on it who know something about how art should be displayed, what should be done with it, and where it should go.  And I would be happy to serve on that.



The Pilgrim anniversary will be coming up in ten years and I think the County should get involved in that.  Plymouth has already started.  Peter Gomes is the Chairman of that and he’s also the Chairman of the State Commission.  He’s interested in promoting Plymouth.  He came to Chatham and spoke with the historical group there.  
That’s his interest.  I think the Cape should have an interest as well.



Commissioner LYONS:   Absolutely.



Mr. BRYANT:   Provincetown tends to look at the Monument Museum and let them do what they want to do but it doesn’t really, unfortunately, touch the rest of the Cape.  And the Cape – especially the Lower Cape which was founded by people from other places – we have to do something, I think.  We’ve all got local historical societies.  I’ve talked to a number of people who are involved with historical societies and they’d be happy to get it started.



When I was in the Peace Corps, the first holiday that we celebrated there was Columbus Day.  They don’t call it that.  They call it the Day of the Race.  And I said, “What do you mean?”  And they said, “This is the day of the mixed race.  It’s a day of the mixed people.”  So I think we should look at that in that respect.  It’s not that they hated Columbus, as you often hear.  It was just that it was a fact and life and it went on from there.



Also, the Cape Cod Times has in their library a great file on the vessel that sailed in the 50’s from Latvia.  It was called the Second Mayflower.  I remember, only vaguely, when I was going through the library to view their coins a few years ago and saw it and I said that I thought that should be incorporated into it.  It would be interesting to find out what happened to those people who were escaping from the Soviets who came here.  Of course they didn’t stay on the Cape; they went elsewhere in the United States.  It occupied a lot of people’s attention for several weeks.  They came in one of those Baltic Schooners.  It looked very much like a house raft, and they arrived in Provincetown.  They had escaped detection coming across the Atlantic the entire time, and here they were.



I’ve enjoyed the Human Services activity that I’ve been engaged in, and I would occasionally go to the Advisory Council meetings.  They canceled the meeting last month so I’ll try to make the next one and say goodbye to them.  I tend to continue to visit the Pilot House which was very controversial when it was first brought up here but it has turned out to be very successful with beds for 27 people.



We have a great opportunity, I think, to make more changes.  When I first started, the big issue that occupied the attention of the Assembly was the base, and that’s pretty much out of the picture now and it’s going through the final phases of clean up.  Then, of course, the outfall pipe created a lot of discussion here.  I led two excursions to Boston.  The first one was maybe 20 years ago and the second one was 11 years ago in February.  We saw what was going on there and the people who complained about it – editorials finally came around.  BU, who was so against the outfall pipe, had a conference that I attended at the Maritime Academy has said that it was the best thing that ever happened.  These big problems haven’t really occurred.



Of course the windmill problem is going to be with you for years.  It’s never really going to be solved.  Every time that it comes up, it’s going to be a new situation and I don’t envy you having to deal with that.



So thank you very much.



Commissioner DOHERTY:   You’re welcome, George.



Commissioner LYONS:   George, I do hope that you come and see us Commissioners as well, and thank you for those suggestions.  I particularly like the Plymouth Landing – the Pilgrim’s anniversary – so we’ll have to talk to you about that and you’ll be happy to know that even today we were talking and I’ve asked to reconvene – there has been talk that we should have a Building Complex Committee – a Blue Ribbon Committee – what are we doing with our complex?  How are we viewing that?  And maybe solicit some of the planners from the Commission to help us have a vision for the future as to how we relate to the Village.



Mr. BRYANT:   You are going to have to go outside of the Commission.  They’re wonderful people there but you’re going to have to get a neutral party.



Commissioner LYONS:   Maybe we’ll start there and go from there.  But, George, thank you.



Speaker BERGSTROM:   Thank you, George.



Is there anything else for the Commissioners?



If not, thank you very much.



Commissioner LYONS:   Thank you and have a wonderful time at your party this evening.  Happy Holidays, Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Communications from Public Officials/Members of the Public



Speaker BERGSTROM:   And the same to you.



Do we have any Communications from Public Officials?



Do we have Communications from Members of the Public?

Assembly Convenes

Proposed County Ordinance 10-23: To add to the County’s operating budget for fiscal year 2011, as enacted in Ordinance 10-04, by making supplemental appropriations for the purpose of funding legal services for shared costs and planning and development.


Speaker BERGSTROM:  If not, the Assembly will now Convene and we will start with Proposed Ordinance 10-23:  To add to the County’s operating budget for fiscal year 2011 by making supplemental appropriations for the purpose of funding the legal services for Shared Costs and Planning and Development.



I’ll go right to the Chairman of the Planning Board who had a public hearing on this.



Mr. OHMAN:   I didn’t know that I was Chairman of the Planning Board.



(laughter)



Speaker BERGSTROM:   I mean the Finance Committee.



Mr. OHMAN:   Thank you very much for that promotion.



(laughter)



Speaker BERGSTROM:   We don’t have a Planning Board that’s why we put you there.



(laughter)



Mr. OHMAN:   Our Finance Committee met to discuss Proposed Ordinance 10-23.  We had a public hearing at 3:15 today.  There was a lively discussion.  Mr. Gottlieb, from the Cape Cod Water Collaborative, gave significant testimony about how difficult the situation we may be facing.  And that’s the problem.  All of this is very open-ended.  We’ve been served a 60-day Notice that they’re intending to sue both the EPA, on a national level, and the Cape Cod Regional Government, for our inability to clean up our own estuaries because of wastewater problems.



What they’ve asked for is to appropriate out of the current Legal Reserves $50,000 for the Cape Cod Commission and $50,000 for the County Commissioners to spend as needed to defend this suit.  Currently, we’ve hired Anderson & Kreiger to start this process.  We’ve sent a very formable and powerful letter saying that we should not be sued.  What this does is it gives us both monetary ammunition should it pass and it also gives us the ability to say that we’re serious about backing up that claim that we have not committed any wrong.  We’ve voted vigorously to defend ourselves.



After a thorough discussion, we voted 5-0 to ask the Assembly to approve this $100,000 Ordinance.



Speaker BERGSTROM:   Is that a motion to approve?



Mr. OHMAN:   So therefore I will move to approve this Ordinance.



Speaker BERGSTROM:   Do we have a second on that motion?



Ms. KING:   Second.



Speaker BERGSTROM:   It has been moved and seconded.



Does anyone have any questions on this?  Does everyone understand where we are?



John, did you have something further to say?



Mr. OHMAN:   Yes.  Mr. Speaker.  I just want to let you know that the scariest part of this – and this was brought up at the hearing – the scariest part of this is we don’t know what’s coming down the path and there’s no sunset clause in this.  So this $100,000 is very important but we really need to discuss this further.  We can’t let this go on forever, so we have to come up with a determination of how much liability and how much risk we’re willing to take in the future and we’ll have to discuss that at a future time.  But I highly recommend that we do pass this Ordinance as stated.



Speaker BERGSTROM:   Does anybody else have any comment?



Tom?



Mr. LYNCH:   Just that in our discussions, we drifted into some of the legal strategy and I think it was the consensus of the Committee that we should probably have an executive session to discuss legal strategy around this so that we understand where the legal team is moving, what the consequences are going to be, and what the financial impacts are going to be.



Speaker BERGSTROM:   Okay.



Tom and then Leo?



Deputy Speaker KEYES:   Thank you, Mr. Speaker.



I came in late during your public hearing and there was a discussion about do we have an insurance policy that will cover us in case of a law suit.  I think it’s important that we find that out prior to us passing these dollars.  If our insurance carrier will cover us in case we’re sued, I think that’s going to help me – I won’t be here at the next meeting – hopefully it will help you understand how we’re going to proceed.



There are a lot of what ifs here.  We don’t know if they’re going to sue us.  We just don’t know.  There’s a lot of ifs.  We don’t know the parameters.  We don’t know how far it’s going to go.  But we also don’t know if our insurance will cover us.  I think that’s a very important piece of this puzzle and I would hope that we would get some clarification on that.



Speaker BERGSTROM:   Okay.



Leo?



Mr. CAKOUNES:   Through the Speaker to Mr. Lynch.  Is it your intention to have an executive session of the entire Assembly or just the Finance Committee?  Personally, I would think the entire Assembly should weigh in on this.



Speaker BERGSTROM:   Tom?



Mr. LYNCH:   It would be my preference if the entire Assembly had the discussion.



Speaker BERGSTROM:   John?



Mr. OHMAN:   Thank you, Mr. Speaker.



I just wanted to respond to Delegate Keyes.  We did have that discussion and the answer came back that we do have insurance protection, given it is limited, and we don’t know if there is protection because there has been no law suit to define.  So you can’t put the horse before the cart in this particular case.  We have to know what the suit looks like to know if we have protection.  What this does is, basically, it sends a message saying we’re willing to defend what you’re accusing us of.



Speaker BERGSTROM:   I think it’s the cart before the horse, though.



(laughter)



Fred?



Mr. SCHILPP:   Thank you, Mr. Speaker.



My understanding is that this is money that’s being moved from one part of the budget to another part of the budget.



Speaker BERGSTROM:   Any money that we have which is going to be moved, we presume we have it somewhere else.



Mr. SCHILPP:   This is putting it in a place where we can use the money to mount a defense of this current legal challenge.



Speaker BERGSTROM:   I would like to ask of the Chair of the Finance – my understanding is that this is not a suit that involves great monetary damages.  What they’re doing is basically forcing our hand.  The expense will be if they gain a judgment against us and forcing us to do things that we hadn’t planned on doing.  We’re going to have to do them and it’s going to be expensive.  Are they suing us for a set amount of money?



Mr. OHMAN:   No.  They’re suing the EPA for noncompliance and they’re naming us as an entity that has not complied.



Speaker BERGSTROM:   So the threat here is not monetary?



Mr. OHMAN:   It’s not monetary.



Speaker BERGSTROM:   It’s not monetary damages.  It’s simply requesting that we perform some functions that in the minds of the plaintiffs we supposedly had to perform.



Mr. OHMAN:   If they pursue the suit against us – against Barnstable County – it could be point source basis.  Basically it would say that every person on Cape Cod that has a septic system is in violation of the law with no remedy possible except maybe a tight tank or somebody stealing your septic system in the middle of the night.



(laughter)



The cost is almost unimaginable of how much it could cost but there’s not going to be one point where they say give us a million bucks and we’ll go away.



Speaker BERGSTROM:   I just think that it’s unlikely that insurance would cover us for the cost of normal procedures that we’re forced to follow.  In other words, we can’t insure ourselves against the requirement that we’re going to do stuff.  We can only insure us against damages and liability.  So really I don’t know if insurance is a big issue here.  I might be wrong.



Tom?



Deputy Speaker KEYES:   Thank you, Mr. Speaker.



For clarity, are these dollars going to be encumbered for this particular use or are we just looking to increase our legal fund by another $100,000 for potential activities?



Speaker BERGSTROM:   John?



Mr. OHMAN:   Through the Speaker, these are already Reserves that are now going to be made more accessible.  This is not adding to the Reserves.  This is taking from existing Reserves and making them more available to be spent for this specific purpose.



Speaker BERGSTROM:   Tony?



Mr. SCALESE:   Thank you, Mr. Speaker.



I, like Tom, walked in a little late to listen to what was going on.  I couldn’t get here on time so I apologize.  I have a question and I have a thought.  My question is, are we going to have a vote to approve the Ordinance before we have the executive session to debate it?  And if so, why?



My second thought based only on what I heard – and I may not have heard it right – it sounds to me like we’re going to encumber $100,000 based on we have a good judge and we may have a good shot at it.  I’m not sure that I’m willing to take that risk with our funds.



Thank you.



Speaker BERGSTROM:   The proposed Ordinance is on the table right now.  This is what we’re voting on.  It has been moved and seconded.  So if we pass this, they’re going to transfer the funds – according to the Finance Chairman – to a fund where they would be more accessible to the ongoing legal process, basically.  That’s my understanding.



Leo?



Mr. CAKOUNES:   Thank you, Mr. Speaker.



I think from one of our previous discussions I remember someone saying – I’m not sure if it was the County Commissioners or maybe it was Mr. Lynch – we’re not going to spend $100,000.  We’re just putting it aside and letting it be there so that we know that we have the funds to start doing this.



As was mentioned by the Chair – just so the public will understand – so far, the attorney has only sent a letter.  That letter may put this in abeyance.  It may slow the process down.  We may never spend another dime.  I think voting for this is saying you know what?  We are going to put some money aside.  We are going to fight this.



I would like to see this Ordinance approved today but I would like to have an executive session that we could talk freely about what our future game plan, if you will, is going to be on this law suit.



Speaker BERGSTROM:   Tom?



Mr. LYNCH:   We have a $23,000 bill right now so the appropriation could be just for that, or half of it from us and half of it is from the Cape Cod Commission.  This is an effort to establish the fund, as was just point out, so that it’s there in case anything else happens before the end of the fiscal year.  I would hope the Speaker would be able to arrange an executive session early on in the new session to discuss the legal strategy.



Speaker BERGSTROM:   Tony?



Mr. SCALESE:   So the only purpose of the executive session is to discuss the legal strategy.  So what we’re looking for today is to approve the Ordinance to encumber the funds and then some day have an executive session to talk about the legal strategy, is that what’s going on?



Speaker BERGSTROM:   I can only speak to the Ordinance that we have in front of us.  As far as what the intention of the Assembly would be in the executive session is up to Tom, who has made the motion, and the Assembly.  Right now what we have in front of us is Ordinance 10-23 to transfer these funds to make them available for legal services.  I can’t tell you what we’re going to do in executive session.



Mr. LYNCH:   Mr. Speaker, if I could take a shot at that?



Speaker BERGSTROM:   Go ahead.



Mr. LYNCH:   Tony, we started talking about the implications of being an intervener with the federal suit – whether there are negotiations; are we sitting at the table; will we have legal representation through that process?  I think those are all questions that really we need to thoroughly understand the implications of going down that road.



This, I think, is sending the signal that we are serious about this.  We want to protect our County and our communities if we can because we’ve come out of the box pretty tough to start off with.  If there are other intervening things over the next couple of months, they don’t have to come back to us each time there’s a bill.  So we are committing a certain amount of money at this point in time that the Commissioners would have the authority to spend without coming back to us.



I think there was a little confusion on the insurance policy.  I believe that the County has an insurance policy that when we’re sued you can pay legal expenses out of that insurance policy – not damages, as such, that might arise from the policy.  I’m told that we do have such a policy.  Whether it would apply on this I think depends on how the suit is structured and whether it would apply to the terms of it.  It would have been nice if we had gotten an answer today for that but we didn’t.  But I think it’s probably prudent to move ahead with this particular Ordinance.



Thank you.



Speaker BERGSTROM:   Tony?



Mr. SCALESE:   I guess my only other question would be, before I vote on this “yea” or “nay,” is there a figure at the end of the road?  If we go ahead with this and we lose, is there an amount of money that we’re talking about that may or may not be covered by our insurance company?



Speaker BERGSTROM:   Fred?



Mr. SCHILPP:   One thing, Tony.  I think John has said that nobody understands what any kind of money could be at the end of whatever this process becomes, but at this point we are named in this legal action so we have to respond to it.  We can’t not respond to it.  So this money, at this point, is only meant as a response to what the Conservation Law Foundation and this Buzzards Bay Group sent to us.  They have named us and we have to respond to that.



Speaker BERGSTROM:   Okay.  There has been discussion on the floor.  It has been moved and seconded.  If there is no further comment, I’ll call for a vote.  The Clerk will call a roll-call vote.

Voting Yes (95.46%): Richard Anderson (8.43% - Bourne), Ronald Bergstrom (2.98% - Chatham), George Bryant (1.54% - Provincetown), Leo Cakounes (5.57% - Harwich), Christopher Kanaga (2.85% - Orleans), Thomas Keyes (9.06% - Sandwich), Marcia King (5.83% - Mashpee), Thomas Lynch (21.52% - Barnstable), Teresa Martin (2.45% - Eastham), John Ohman (7.19% - Dennis), Paul Pilcher (1.24% - Wellfleet), Fred Schilpp (0.94 – Truro), Charlotte  B. Striebel (11.16% - Yarmouth), and Julia C. Taylor (14.70% - Falmouth)

Voting No (4.54%): Anthony Scalese (4.54% - Brewster)
Absent (0.00): 


Ms. SPRINGER:   Mr. Speaker, Ordinance 10-23 passes with 95.46 percent of the vote.



Speaker BERGSTROM:   Thank you.

Whereupon, it was moved, seconded, and by a roll call vote with 95.46% voting yes and 4.54% voting no; VOTED: to adopt Proposed County Ordinance 10-23: To add to the County’s operating budget for fiscal year 2011, as enacted in Ordinance 10-04, by making supplemental appropriations for the purpose of funding legal services for shared costs and planning and development.


Speaker BERGSTROM:  Moving on – Delegate Taylor has some information for the Assembly on a proposed wind turbine DCPC.



Julia?

Julia Taylor, Wind Turbine Proposed DCPC



Ms. TAYLOR:   I had a good conversation with Paul Niedzwiecki last week, I believe, to talk about the issue of when they might be ready to come back to the Assembly with a better proposal and we also touched on the issue of the possibility of a DCPC that was brought up in Falmouth.  He seemed confident that the Commission was in a position to come back quicker than we had thought and as we had hoped.  He was hoping for February as a time that there might be a chance to vote again.  He was talking thresholds, which we did not have in the last proposal, which I think is very desirable, some tweaking of the standards to make it at least clearer as to what the real protection was.  It wasn’t just is there noise or not?  What do you do if there is?  And thirdly, an attempt at least to outline – maybe bullet – what the technical bulletins would be aiming at so that we’d have, maybe it wouldn’t be “the” technical bulletin, but we’d have an idea of what direction that was going.  I thought that sounded great and I’m hoping that that can go forward.



I think from my point of view, with that kind of proposal, I wouldn’t see the Assembly needing to go forward with a proposal for a DCPC.  I can’t speak for the Falmouth Planning Board.  I got the impression that maybe this would be faster – maybe strike while we’re all involved in the subject and interested in the subject – and while there is a certain appeal to a moratorium, it also might delay things.  By the time you get the DCPC going, and then you have a year before you come up with things, maybe that wouldn’t be as effective as simply a speedy re-proposal.



So I’m now optimistic and I think he thinks he can do that and that the work on the water-based planning will be transferable in some useful ways and that they do have a good amount of technical expertise that can move this right along.



Maybe things have changed at the state level.  I think they’ve changed locally where we now have obviously a strong sentiment for more regulation than might have been thought likely some months ago.  Maybe things have changed at the state level which was heavily pushing for development here.  Now the leading figure in that push is moving on.  So I think we’re in decent shape.



Speaker BERGSTROM:   Are there any questions from the Delegates?



Tom?



Deputy Speaker KEYES:   Thank you, Julia.  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.



I’ve had a lot of discussions on this subject matter.  I’ve been to the meetings in Bourne.  I’ve been to the Cape Cod Community College hearing – it was on a Saturday.  And these were just packed rooms.  This is a big issue.  So I’ve dug in deep, and to hear my colleague from Falmouth say that the Commission is looking to come back in February, that’s quick.  I think that’s desirable and I think that’s the best method to get the Commission to come back in February and propose something before this body that everyone can be more comfortable with.



The value of what we’ve just gone through over the last month and-a-half, I think there’s been a lot of education, be it be the encroachment of large-scale turbines – not the small ones; not the municipal ones that we’ve been looking at – but the larger ones like the one that just went up in Falmouth over the last year.  I think it’s been an education and I think it caught up to a lot of us and I don’t think we were all prepared for encroachment impacts.  Just to see the Cape Cod Times, to see all of the blogosphere, the discussions here, the public hearings, I think it has been a tremendous service to the public.  I think that the public is now getting to understand life with turbines as opposed to what we have been looking at over the past ten years, which has been the water-based.



So I agree with my college from Falmouth and I think at this time the best thing that we can do is wait for our County-paid professionals to come back in with something that hopefully we’ll be more comfortable with.  That’s the better route than going with the DCPC right now.  This would be roughly two months before we’d have something to sink our teeth into.  So I’m pleased by that.



Speaker BERGSTROM:   Is there anything else from any of the Delegates?



Paul?



Mr. PILCHER:   Thank you, Mr. Speaker.



I just wanted to report that last night, at the request of the Wellfleet Board of Selectmen I went with Commissioner Lyons and Roger Putnam, who is our representative to the Commission, to speak about the wind turbine issue.  It was a lively discussion.  There was not unanimity but I did receive a note back from one of the Selectmen today that I think reflects the concerns of people at our end of the Cape about wind turbines.  I am encouraged by the report that you gave, Julia, and I think that this sounds like a very heartening development.



This Selectman wrote, “I think there might be a majority of the Wellfleet Selectmen, and a good number of Wellfleet citizens, who would not want to see industrial-size wind turbines placed in Wellfleet based on a state law that eliminates local regulation and relies on hastily-created regulations created by the Cape Cod Commission.  I can’t imagine any majority of our town who would not favor taking the time to study the issues from all sides, not simply using data provided by the power companies.”



Speaker BERGSTROM:   Is there anybody else?



I would just like to say that one of the side effects of this conversation here has raised the level of the profile of the Assembly.  We are the only regionally-elected body, town by town.  We also have a great deal of responsibility for passing the Ordinances for the Cape Cod Commission, which is the regional planning agency, so in a sense that responsibility passes to us for a final decision.  I don’t know how this is going to work out but I think it’s an opportunity for the Assembly to let people know that we are interested in regional issues, we’re interested in the quality of life on the Cape, and that we’re willing to take on this responsibility because as the Dean of the Assembly said earlier on, you can anticipate more of this coming down the pike as time goes on.



I think we’re going to be ready and able, with the assistance of the staff of the Commission, to hear the concerns of the people of Barnstable County and try to come up with a regulatory framework that’s both fair to the residents and also promotes green energy where appropriate and in the appropriate circumstances.  So be ready.  Those of you who are going to be here, be ready for a continuing debate on this.



Dick and then Fred?



Mr. ANDERSON:   Thank you, Mr. Speaker.



This question is for Julia.  Did Mr. Niedzwiecki give you any explanation as to what they’re going to put in those technical bulletins or did he leave it wide open like the last proposal that they had before us?



Speaker BERGSTROM:   Julia?



Ms. TAYLOR:   If I may, he certainly didn’t tell me what would be in it but he understood, I guess, why we felt a bit uneasy with nothing other than the few short sentences as the standard.  So this at least would be an attempt to show one, two, three, four, five things will be covered in the technical bulletin, and “exactly” might not be worked out yet.  That has, as he said several times, been the case in the past.  So he knows we’re nervous about that so I presume that it will be a lot more informative than not.



Speaker BERGSTROM:   Dick, did you want to follow up on that?



Mr. ANDERSON:   It’s nice that he says he’s going to do it but is he going to do it?  We’ve heard about these technical bulletins all the time but we never see them until everything has all gone through.  So I don’t know if they’re ever going to be in there and what they’re going to be.  Just an inclination of saying that it’s going to be this and it’s going to be that, and it’s going to be step 3, and it’s going to be step 4, that doesn’t tell us what is the meat of the problem or the meat of the action that they’re asking us to pass.



Thank you.



Speaker BERGSTROM:   Fred?



Mr. SCHILPP:   Thank you, Mr. Speaker.



Actually, I was the person who asked that this discussion be at this meeting today and I’m glad because it brought forward certainly Julia’s conversation with Paul Niedzwiecki.  Listening to Paul – particularly about the Outer Cape – we are, as we said in the meeting when we decided not to approve the Cape Cod Commission Ordinance, we really are not qualified.  We’re hopelessly inadequately qualified to deal with wind turbines on most of the Cape right now.  Certainly in Truro, I know in the bylaw it’s a 100-foot maximum that comes under the bylaw.  Everything else is in limbo as to how they would ask and approve a special permit.  So I’m encouraged that the Cape Cod Commission will come quickly so that we would in fact have something in place soon in the County to deal with this issue.



Thank you.



Speaker BERGSTROM:   Just in response to Dick.  It’s been my experience when we’ve dealt with the request for the staff to do something – and I’m referring now to the Cape Cod Commission – there are two approaches that you could take.  You can either sit them down and say we want this, this, this and this, and be part of the ongoing process, or, preferably – in my experience anyway – you give them a general understanding – and I think the general understanding from the public hearings and so on, as to the direction we want to go – then they produce a document, present that document to the Assembly and then we can tweak it, rather than trying to be part of the process from the beginning.



I think that Paul Niedzwiecki and the staff of the Commission understand where we’re going.  They can – as Julia said – they can respond to our request in a timely fashion and then we’ll have something in front of us that we won’t necessarily vote up or down.  It’s not going to be in the form of an Ordinance.  It’s going to be in the form of a presentation which we can then turn into an Ordinance if we feel it’s adequate.  That’s where we’re at right now.



Julia?



Ms. TAYLOR:   Just one last point and I’m now speaking for myself and not relaying my conversation.  As I said when we voted this before, this is a political issue and the politics have changed.  They’ve changed locally and they’ve changed in the state.  So to me, that’s encouraging and means that we will have a better outcome much more satisfactory to our uninformed and ignorant, but interested-and-wanting-a-good-outcome situation.



Speaker BERGSTROM:   Paul?



Mr. PILCHER:   Seeing as we’ve been talking about what Mr. Niedzwiecki did or did not say, I would move that the rules be suspended to allow him – because he’s in the room – to speak and report on what his intentions were or weren’t, if he wishes to.



Speaker BERGSTROM:   You can make a motion.



Mr. PILCHER:   I did make a motion.



Speaker BERGSTROM:   Do I hear a second?



Mr. OHMAN:   Second.



Speaker BERGSTROM:   It has been moved and seconded.



All those in favor of suspending the rules say “aye.”  Opposed?



Speaker BERGSTROM:   The smell of hors d’oeuves is in here.



(laughter)



Tom?



Deputy Speaker KEYES:   Thank you, Mr. Speaker.



Through you to my colleague in Bourne, I think the best process at this time is, as has been spoken, is to allow the Commission to understand the reactions and come back and propose something.  I know from Bourne you’ve got a lot of pressure over there.  There’s a massive land-based project that’s being proposed.  I’ve spoken to a lot of people in Bourne.  I’m a Sandwich resident, plus I’m someone who has a lot of family in Bourne.  I’ve heard a lot of about this.



Just remember, the DCPC, that issue can come back up in February should what this proposes is unsatisfactory, both to the public as they hear it, as well as when we hear it at the same time, or you all hear it at the same time.  So the option is still there.



But I honestly believe that the best remedy at this point is to allow the Commission to propose what they believe is in the best interest of the public and let it be debated.



Speaker BERGSTROM:   Dick?



Mr. ANDERSON:   May I respond, Mr. Speaker?



I’m for what they’re going to do but I don’t want them to just say well we’re doing to do this, and this and this.  I’d like to see a little more specifics as to what they’re going to have – not just come back and say we’re going to give you step 1, step 2, step 3 and step 4, but what are some of the specifics.  It doesn’t have to be a really tightly-knit thing but something that we can lay our hands onto.



Thank you.



Ms. TAYLOR:   Mr. Speaker?



Speaker BERGSTROM:   Yes, Julia?



Ms. TAYLOR:   I forgot – now back to my conversation with Mr. Niedzwiecki – I forgot one thing that he brought up.  Not necessarily, but possibly he was hoping that the outline – the bullet points or however we want to describe this preliminary technical bulletin stuff – that would be one thing.  And there would be work ongoing on the nitty-gritty details and he was hoping that there could be a wider group involved in helping with that which could involve some citizen participation.



Speaker BERGSTROM:   Okay.  Thank you, Julia, and I expect that this will be an ongoing discussion coming up in the near future and certainly into the next Assembly when it convenes.

Reports of Committees



Speaker BERGSTROM:  Do we have any Reports of Committees?



John?

Standing Committee on Finance



Mr. OHMAN:   Thank you, Mr. Speaker.



As you are aware, there was a Proposed Resolution handed to us by the County Commissioners today and I had Jennie distribute a copy of that Proposed Resolution for your quick perusal.  It’s fairly perfunctory.  Mr. Zielinski wanted us to vote on it today.  It’s a shifting of some funds.



Speaker BERGSTROM:   This brings up an interesting point.  It’s not listed.  This is a minor change.  It’s not listed on the agenda and we haven’t been given notice of it so you can make the motion to put it on the table and then I’ll accept comments.



Does everybody have a copy of the Ordinance?



Mr. OHMAN:   It’s not an Ordinance.  It’s a Resolution.



Speaker BERGSTROM:   I mean it’s a Resolution.

Proposed Resolution 10-03:  To approve certain budget transfers for fiscal year 2011 in accordance with Barnstable County Ordinance 10-04 for the Health and Environment Department.



Mr. OHMAN:   It’s a Resolution.  I have a copy of the Resolution and it states that they would like to hereby resolve the Assembly of Delegates that the bond transfers between budget groups 1, 6, 8 and 9 for fiscal year 2011 are approved for the Health & Environment Department.  They would like to decrease a certain line by $6,000 and increase another certain line.  So they’re transferring funds by $6,000.



Speaker BERGSTROM:   Before you put it on the table, why don’t I take a vote of the Assembly as to whether or not we’re going to address this today.  So I would need a motion to put this on the table, so to speak.



Ms. STRIEBEL:   Mr. Speaker?



Speaker BERGSTROM:   Yes, Charlotte.

Motion to Discuss and Vote on Proposed Resolution 10-03.



Ms. STRIEBEL:   I would move it, Mr. Speaker.  I think it’s essential that this be done and so I would move that we discuss this Proposed Resolution and vote on it today.



Speaker BERGSTROM:   Do I have a second on that?



Mr. ANDERSON:   Second.



Speaker BERGSTROM:   It has been moved and seconded.  All those in favor of putting this on the table now?


Mr. CAKOUNES:   Mr. Speaker, are we going to have discussion?



Speaker BERGSTROM:   Sure.



Mr. CAKOUNES:   I can’t support moving this forward at this time.  I know that it’s a minimal amount of money.  I understand it is a transfer from a salary account to a purchase services account.  It’s only $6,000.  It’s not life or death as far as doing it.  I still stand strong on what I feel is the way we should do things and this is not on the agenda.  It hasn’t been out there for the public to have comment on whether they want to or not.  I know that it may sound ridiculous because it’s only $6,000, but at what dollar value do we follow procedure and at what dollar value do we move things forward?



It hasn’t been presented to us as an emergency.  Mr. Zielinski himself is not here to present it as an emergency so I would take issue with voting on this Proposed Resolution at this time.



Speaker BERGSTROM:   Is there any other comment on this?



Yes, Charlotte?



Ms. STRIEBEL:   Mr. Speaker, if I may, it is a Resolution and Resolutions do not have public hearings so I don’t see any reason why we can’t proceed.



Speaker BERGSTROM:   Okay.  There’s a motion on the floor to take this up currently in this session.  All of those in favor of addressing this now say “aye.”  Opposed?



To me it’s a clear majority but why don’t we take a roll-call vote.

Voting Yes (47.85%): Richard Anderson (8.43% - Bourne), Ronald Bergstrom (2.98% - Chatham), Teresa Martin (2.45% - Eastham), John Ohman (7.19% - Dennis), Fred Schilpp (0.94 – Truro), Charlotte  B. Striebel (11.16% - Yarmouth), and Julia C. Taylor (14.70% - Falmouth)

Voting No (52.15%): George Bryant (1.54% - Provincetown), Leo Cakounes (5.57% - Harwich), Christopher Kanaga (2.85% - Orleans), Thomas Keyes (9.06% - Sandwich), Marcia King (5.83% - Mashpee), Thomas Lynch (21.52% - Barnstable), Paul Pilcher (1.24% - Wellfleet), and Anthony Scalese (4.54% - Brewster)
Absent (0.00%): 


Ms. SPRINGER:   Mr. Speaker, the motion doesn’t pass.
Whereupon, it was moved, seconded, and by a roll call vote with 47.85% voting yes and 52.15% voting no; VOTED: not to adopt the Motion to Discuss and Vote on Proposed Resolution 10-03.


Speaker BERGSTROM:   People yell trying to sound like there are more of them.



(laughter)



That settles that.

Report from the Clerk



Speaker BERGSTROM:  Do we have a Report from the Clerk?



Ms. SPRINGER:   If you have a travel voucher, you should sign it and give it back to Jennie by the end of today.  And if you haven’t paid for the holiday party ticket, please see Jennie before you leave today.



Thank you.

Other Business - Tributes



Speaker BERGSTROM:   Is there any Other Business?



Deputy Speaker BERGSTROM:   I would like thirty seconds.



Ms. KING:   We’re timing you.



(laughter)



Deputy Speaker BERGSTROM:   It’s been a pleasure.  It’s been frustrating.  It’s been interesting.  This is my last meeting.  This is my last, obviously, 30 seconds.  All in all it has been great to be a colleague along with all of you.  We’ve taken on some tough issues.  We’ve beaten the horse to death a million times with the minutia.  



When I first took on the responsibility of the Assembly three years ago, I wanted to discover the disconnect between County government and the public.  I was a Selectman for six years and on the Economic Development Committee for four.  You name a board or committee and I’ve been a part of it.  But the disconnect to the County has always bothered me, and it’s still there.  It’s disturbing, sometimes, but the public either doesn’t know, doesn’t care, doesn’t see or doesn’t get enough input.  There is a disconnect.



You see it on the state level also.  When you’re a Selectman, you’re literally with your constituents all of the time.  You go to the grocery store, they see you.  I don’t know what the cure is.  I think a lot of it has to be the role and responsibility of the citizens; they have to be more informed.  They have to seek out more information because it’s out there.



But the disconnect still bothers me.  I look at it the same as I see it on the state level.  I’ve just come off a large campaign and a lot of people just aren’t informed as to who represents them, what their role is, what they do and how they can have an affect on their life.  And that’s disturbing.



I came here seeing if we could do something different and I’m not sure that there’s something that this board really can do to force the public to pay attention to these large issues that regionally are going to affect the quality of their lives.  And there are some very large issues coming before the Assembly

now, as we know.  They do affect the quality of life of everybody that lives here as well as those that visit.



I’m proud of a lot of the work that we did.  I’m frustrated at some of the work we did, of course.  But all in all, it has been a pleasure.



I would like to waste my last ten seconds introducing you all to a wonderful individual named Jim Killion who is now going to be the individual taking this seat.  He is a resident of Sandwich.  He has been on the Zoning Board of Appeals.  He’s been very involved and he’s very knowledgeable in zoning and how things work.  I just couldn’t be happier to have somebody of his quality to take this seat and the responsibility of representing the Town of Sandwich.



I would like you all to welcome Jim.  He is coming to our party so please welcome him.  Be nicer to him then you are to me.



(laughter)



Thank you all.  I appreciate it.



(applause)



Speaker BERGSTROM:   Fred?



Mr. SCHILPP:   Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I did make a few notes but I do want to introduce the person who is going to take my place here, hopefully in this seat, Deborah McCutcheon.



Deborah, would you stand up?



Deborah is an extremely able replacement for me and I think you’re all going to be very, very pleased.  She is a lawyer but we shouldn’t hold that against her.



(laughter)



She’s also the Chairman of the Conservation Commission and I served as her Vice Chair for a number of years on the Conservation Commission in Truro.  She’s also the Chairman of the Community Preservation Group in Truro, and has been involved in a number of other aspects of Truro government over the last decade.  So she is a dedicated, active person in the community and I think she’s a perfect person for our Assembly.



I want to thank the people of Truro for voting for me for the last few elections, and I also want to particularly thank all of the people on this board who have taught me.  When I walked into this seat – I think it’s about six years ago – I knew nothing about Barnstable County government at all.  The person whom I succeeded gave me a couple of books.  I may have glanced through them.  But I was welcomed every step of the way – certainly through Diane Thompson and Jennie, the Chairs, and Charlotte, Julie and John, and all of the people on the Assembly who helped me understand what the work was.



I was pleasantly surprised by the efficiency of the people in the County.  I think, like many of us, your interactions with government employees are maybe in a way that you really don’t get to know what their jobs are.  You don’t put yourself in their shoes.



In this job, you tend to do that because we’re looking at their budgets and we’re talking to those people, and I have found this Barnstable County government extremely well run by the department heads.  We have some of the really top people in the County, I think, as department heads.  I can name all of them but I think we have an extremely strong group, and the workers are as efficient and hard working as any I’ve seen over my 50 years of working with corporations and various groups.  So that was a very pleasant experience.



In fact, the only unpleasant experience – at least for me – was driving in the summer down Route 6.



(laughter)



But I always looked forward to coming and playing a role here.  I think it’s interesting – I think particularly for someone with one percent of the vote here – it is an awesome responsibility.  If you decide to take it on, you can sit here and not do anything for two years, or you can try and understand what these issues are and try and make your points.



I agree with Tom.  Part of the issue surrounding the Assembly is the fact that most people don’t know what the County does and it’s so under-appreciated.  Yet when you do understand all of the pieces that we’re involved with, it’s really remarkable.  I think the budget is the size of one of the very small towns here on the Cape and yet we’re involved in so many aspects of the quality of life on the Cape.



It’s been a wonderful opportunity for me.  I’ve learned a lot and it’s been very enjoyable.  I left because we were moving away from Truro.  It was not because I wouldn’t want to continue being on the Assembly.



Speaker BERGSTROM:   Before I take anymore comment on Other Business, I have a few things to say.



As I said at the beginning of our meeting, this is the last meeting of the Eleventh Session of the Assembly of Delegates.  As a result, as you probably know, as happens every time, several Members will be leaving – four of them.  I’m going to take them in reverse order of seniority.  So I’ll start over on my extreme right – 



(laughter)



Tom Keyes.  Tom and I have not always agreed on the issues but we do have a couple of things in common.  One thing that we have in common is that we both ran for County Commissioner in a single election about six or eight years ago.  Another thing that we have in common is that we both lost.



(laughter)



So we know what it’s like.  Putting all joking aside, it takes a certain person to put themselves out there in an election.  I know that Tom and I both ran for Selectman.  We both had victories and we both had losses.  We’ve run for things and not made it.  We’ve run for things and been successful and it takes a certain person to put themselves out there.  I’ve never doubted Tom’s sincerity.  He obviously believes in the things that he stands for and I respect that because sometimes that’s rare in politics.  Sometimes people just posture or they play in the cheap seats and I know that Tom has never done that.  I know that we’re going to miss his input – we’re not going to miss much of Marcia’s input – but we’re going to miss Tom’s input – unless she’s officially recognized.



(laughter)



I appreciate his service here and I tried to get the State Senate to pass a Resolution thanking you for your service but the Senate President was either out of town or she couldn’t be reached.  She said Tom who?



(laughter)



So that wasn’t successful, but we thank you and we appreciate what you’ve done.



Deputy Speaker KEYES:   Thank you very much for those kind words.



Speaker BERGSTROM:   And now I’ll move over to my left.



(laughter)



There isn’t a lot of room over there.  Fred has occupied it lately.  Fred has the unique distinction of parlaying his less than one percent of the vote into a real significant influence on this Assembly over the course of the terms that he has served.  I know that we’ve always heard from Fred.  He has always been consistent in his beliefs in Human Services, and in promoting the County and looking carefully at all of the issues.  He is a good parliamentarian.  Some people say he has introduced the filibuster as a way of promoting issues.



(laughter)



I know that the Town of Truro lost a great representative.  They also lost a significant amount of their population when he left.



(laughter)



We appreciate your service, Fred, and I am sure that we will be hearing from Fred Schilpp in the future and maybe he’ll even be running for the Assembly again.  What town do you live in now?



(laughter)



We appreciate your service.



Now I’m going to move on to two of the longer-serving Members of the Assembly.  I have worked with Charlotte.  She was a member of the Barnstable County Selectmen’s Association, and for many years the Treasurer.  She’s been involved in public service for many, many years and has gained the respect of her colleagues of all stripes for all of her service.  I have only served with her here on this body for a couple of terms so I’m going to go to one of our senior Members who has served with Charlotte during the duration of her service here on the Assembly for a tribute to Charlotte.



John?



Mr. OHMAN:   Thank you, Mr. Speaker.



Charlotte, personally I want to let you know that it’s been 12 years that we’ve served together on the Assembly – that’s a long time.  It’s a lifetime and a half for politics.  I can’t imagine going on without you, actually, because you’ve done so many things, and your dedication has just been truly remarkable, and thank you.



The Assembly, in addition, wants to read this into the record:



“We, the members of the Barnstable County Assembly of Delegates, hereby recognize and pay tribute to the exceptional record of service by our colleague Charlotte Striebel, Delegate from the Town of Yarmouth since 1999.



“Charlotte Striebel has in numerous ways demonstrated qualities of Leadership and Commitment as a public servant that have contributed to the accomplishments of the Assembly of Delegates of Barnstable County, and we thank Charlotte for her outstanding work as a Delegate.



“Charlotte has held several leadership positions during the past five terms, and she has diligently supported those measures important not only to her own community but to the entire County.



“It is not possible to recount the extensive involvement of Delegate Striebel on County issues, so we cite the following few examples:



“*Charlotte served as Speaker of the Ninth Session of the Assembly of Delegates having previously served as Deputy Speaker and helped guide the County through a difficult period of declining revenues.  She distinguished herself through her fairness and firm command of the issues.



“*Charlotte served on various Committees including Charter Review, Natural Resources, Health & Human Services, and most recently as Chair of Economic Development where she put forward a vision of Cape Cod’s economic future.



“*Charlotte was active in the formation of the Cape Light Compact and has maintained a role in this organization up to the present.



“As Charlotte Striebel leaves office, those of us privileged enough to have served with her on the Assembly of Delegates express our gratitude for her dedication in office and wish her success in her future endeavors.



“The Eleventh Session of the Assembly of Delegates” 



(Standing applause)



Ms. STRIEBEL:   Thank you very much.  I didn’t know that I had done all of that.



(laughter)



I was speaking about it today.  It has been about 12 years.  I do want to thank the people in the Town of Yarmouth for electing me for six elections.  During that time, I’ve only had one opponent and he lost.  But I didn’t run this year, and he won.



(laughter)



I introduced Spyro Mitrokostas at our last meeting.  Spyro is here again.  I wish him the very best as he comes in to represent the Town of Yarmouth.



I have been involved in County government since 1995.  I was a Selectman at that time.  Then County Commissioner Rob O’Leary, our past Senator, asked me if I would join with him and Mat Patrick and work with the two of them to begin to try to form an organization to look into energy efficiency that was going to be changing the whole situation, and from that came the Cape Light Compact.  I’ve been representing the Town of Yarmouth as the appointed Delegate from the town since 1997.  It’s been a long time.  It’s been fun being on this Assembly for 12 years.



I’m definitely a County employee.  I have been a County employee for years although I am not retiring as County employee.  But it’s been fun and I’ve learned so much about County government and how it’s run.  I would have to agree with some of the statements that have been made that people don’t know what the County does and I would suggest that every person that lives on Cape Cod should obtain a copy of the Annual Report.  It runs about 200 pages of what this County does for the people who live here.



The Assembly has been fun.  It really has.  When I first came, Joan Condit was the representative.  She sat in this chair for ten years.  She came to me one day and she said I’m going to resign.  Will you consider filling my unexpired term?  I was really taken aback because amazingly I knew nothing about the Assembly of Delegates.



(laughter)



I was a typical resident of Cape Cod.  I knew nothing about the Assembly of Delegates.  At that time, Julie was the Speaker.  I came to several meetings and Joan introduced me and I said that I was going to come in and fill her place.  I got here and I really wondered why I was here.  That ran through my mind for a while, and now I know why I was here.  I know what this body has done, what they can do and what they must do in the future.  It’s been a pleasure for me to be here, to have so many friends and I thank you very much.



(applause)



Speaker BERGSTROM:   For those of you who don’t know, Charlotte served for a long time as Treasurer of the Cape Cod Selectmen & Councilors’ Association, and as a result she and Vern are now going to be enjoying the comfort of the Cape & Islands.



(laughter)



I’m not going to say anything about our next tribute here because I’m practically a stripling here.  I’ve only been here like six years or so.  The next gentleman has been here since the inception so I’m going to turn this over to the future Dean of the Assembly, Julia Taylor from Falmouth.



(laughter)



Ms. TAYLOR:   Thank you.  That is a problem.  I don’t like necessarily like being the senior in age and service but I’m going to try to be brave.



(laughter)



I’ve had a special affection for George since we met because my ancestors are from Provincetown and he is always giving me some amazing detail about what it was like for them when they were fishermen and what they ate and how it was different from what the other fishermen ate.  He just knows about it and I really, really appreciated that little special bond.



I am going to miss Tom, Charlotte and Fred – it’s not that I won’t, I will – but I do want to read this tribute to George.



“We, the members of the Barnstable County Assembly of Delegates, hereby recognize and pay tribute to the exceptional record of service by our colleague George D. Bryant, Delegate from Provincetown since the formation of the Assembly in 1989.



“As one of those special persons who believes that it is imperative for citizens to participate in government, George D. Bryant has in numerous ways demonstrated qualities of Leadership and Commitment as a public servant that have benefited not only the citizens of his home town of Provincetown but all the residents of Barnstable County.



“It is not possible to recount the extensive involvement of Delegate George D. Bryant on County issues but we cite the following examples:



“George served as Chair of the Standing Committee on Human Services, taking up the cause of the Cape’s disadvantaged and underserved.  He regularly attended the meetings of the Human Service Advisory Council and passed on their concerns to the full Assembly.



“George served as the unofficial historian of both the Assembly and County government, putting our deliberations in their proper historical context.



“George earned the respect of his fellow Delegates through his fairness and forthrightness on the issues before him and his near perfect record of attendance is unmatched.”


And I’ll add one that’s not written down.  If we make progress on regionalization, we will give you credit.


(laughter)



“As George leaves office, we say goodbye to our longest-serving member and the “Dean” of the Assembly.  Those of us privileged enough to have served with him, thank him for his dedication and wish him well in his future endeavors.



“The Eleventh Session of the Assembly of Delegates”



(Standing applause)



Speaker BERGSTROM:   Do you want to say something, George?



Mr. BRYANT:   I would like to respond to that with one last complaint.



(laughter)



As I have mentioned before, the County owns the Orleans Courthouse – the Second Courthouse.  We’ve never had any actual functions there for a very long time.  The Extension Service once occupied one of the rooms in the basement there.



I want to remind you that the place was decorated after it was built at the same time this place was built in 1971 by an Englishman and there’s the painting on the wall as you come in the side door that we’ve been warned is falling apart and nothing has been done about that.



But the thing that really gulls me is the bar relief over the doors into the major courtroom.  We extended the Clerk’s Office into the lobby a few years ago but the bar relief is still there and I can’t understand why we can’t get rid of it.  It has absolutely nothing to do with America.  It’s a bar relief of Britannia and the lion.  Now what’s that doing in an American courthouse?



Ms. TAYLOR:   British.  Pilgrim.



Mr. BRYANT:   The British are wonderful people but we beat the British at great cost and I just cannot understand why that plaque is in that courthouse.  Maybe we should contact the Tea Party people to get rid of it.



(laughter)



It should be removed.



Speaker BERGSTROM:   I agree and I think the Art Commission that you suggested that we form may look at deletions as well as additions of art.



(laughter)



Mr. BRYANT:   My successor, Cheryl Andrews, is here in the back.  Could you please stand, Cheryl?



She’s been in Provincetown about 25 years now.  I’m sure she will do a wonderful job.



Speaker BERGSTROM:   With that, I guess I’ll ask if there is any Other Business to be brought before the Assembly.



Ms. STRIEBEL:   I move that we adjourn.



Speaker BERGSTROM:   Charlotte moves to adjourn as her last official act.  Very apropos.



Do I hear a second?



Deputy Speaker KEYES:   Second.



Speaker BERGSTROM:   All those in favor say “aye.”  Opposed?                  

Whereupon, it was moved, seconded and voted to adjourn the Assembly of Delegates meeting at 5:30 p.m.

                                                    

Respectfully submitted by:








   




Michelle Springer, Acting Clerk
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