
William Bassett was the first sheriff of the county. 
He was appointed under the charter on May 27, 1692. 

1806-1816 James Freeman
1816-1823 Wendell Davis
1823-1843 David Crocker
1843-1848 Nathaniel Hinckley
1848-1852 Charles Marston
1852-1853 Daniel Bassett
1853-1856 David Bursley
1856-1863 Charles C. Bearse
1863-1878 David Bursley
1878-1880 Levy Goodspeed
1880-1884 Thomas Harris

The Sheriffs of Barnstable County 1692-2010

B
A

R
N

S
T

A
B

L
E

 C
O

U
N

T
Y

 A
N

N
U

A
L

 R
E

P
O

R
T

 �
 F

iscal Y
ear 2

0
1

0
                                                

Barnstable County
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Barnstable County is...Cape Cod
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������������������ �����������Visit pages 186-195 for more historical documents and images, relative to the history of the Barnstable County 

Sheriffs. The last annual report to be submitted to the county from a County Sheriff is located on those pages as well. 

The Barnstable County Sheriff’s position has been 
county-held for three hundred and eighteen years. 

In 2010, the department became part of the  Commonwealth.� �

1692-1699 William Bassett
1699-1713 Samuel Allen
1713-1715 Shubael Gorham
1715-1721 Joseph Lothrop, 
1721-1731 John Russell
1731-1734 John Hodge
1734-1748 Shubael Gorham
1748-1764 John Gorham
1765-1775 Nathaniel Stone
1775-1788 Enogh Hallett
1788-1808 Joseph Dimmick

1884-1890 Luther Fisk
1890-1897 Joseph Whitcomb
1897-1899 Eben B. Crocker
1899-1902 Judah H. Chase
1902-1908 Ulysses A. Hull
1908-1922 Henry M. Percival
1922-1933 Irving L. Rosenthal
1933-1947 Lauchlan M. Crocker
1947-1973 Donald P. Tulloch
1973-1987 John J. Bowes
1987-1999 John DeMello
1999-present James M. Cummings

The County Jail was located in the County Seat of Barnstable Village for many 
years . The Sheriff ran a farm in the village, which was  moved further down 
Route 6A. This image is of the field in front of the “old jail,” which is now the 
parking lot for the County Complex.
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Images of Sheriffs of Barnstable County from 1933 to 1999: top left, Lauchlan Crocker; top 
right, Donald Tulloch; bottom left, John Bowes; bottom right, John DeMello by unknown 
photographer
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