BARNSTABLE COUNTY ASSEMBLY OF DELEGATES
Report of the Standing Committee on Finance

Proposed Ordinance 11-08
August 17, 2011
Mr. Speaker and Assembly Delegates:


This is a report on Proposed Ordinance 11-08.  The proposed ordinance was submitted to the Assembly of Delegates by the Board of Regional Commissioners at the Assembly of Delegate’s regular meeting on July 20, 2011.   A public hearing was held by the Standing Committee on Finance on August 17, 2011, at 3:30 p.m., at the Gazebo at Nauset Beach in Orleans, and it was duly advertised in the Cape Cod Times on August 10, 2011.


The purpose of the proposed ordinance is to add to the County’s operating budget for fiscal year 2012, by making supplemental appropriations for the purpose of funding a Pesticide/Fertilizer Inventory within the County.


Committee members present: John Ohman, Chair, Thomas Lynch, Marcia King, Leo Cakounes, and Christopher Kanaga (arrived at 3:45 p.m.)

Chairman Ohman called the meeting to order at 3:35 p.m.

Thomas Lynch motioned, seconded by Marcia King, to waive the reading of the public hearing notice and noted that it was duly advertised in the Cape Cod Times.  4-0-0. Unanimous.
            Chairman Ohman explained that the County is seeking $35,000 from 2012 statutory reserves to fund a Pesticide/Fertilizer Inventory.  John Ohman asked if there was anyone present from County Administration to explain the specifics of what will be done with the money if it is appropriated.  There was no County Administrative staff present to speak to Proposed Ordinance 11-08.  The Assembly Clerk stated that several County Commissioners had planned on being present for this public hearing but they participated in the County tour of the lower Cape today and they might be delayed in traffic.   


Marcia King said she would abstain if there is a vote because she is concerned about the short fall in revenues from the FY 2011 and the accuracy of the FY 2012 projection.   

Delegate Kanaga arrived at 3:45 p.m. and the discussions continued among the Standing Committee Members.


Delegate Deborah McCutcheon, from the audience, asked what specifically was going to be inventoried.  Chairman Ohman responded that an answer to her question needed to come from the Commissioners and they were not present today.


Leo Cakounes said he was not sure but thought the proposed ordinance was related to NSTAR and vegetation spraying.  He thought the Commissioners asked the Cape Cod Commission to look into the amount of pesticide, herbicide, and fertilizer that is being used on the Cape.  This inventory will help establish a baseline of the amounts of these chemicals that are being used and possibly help establish maximum usage amount throughout the County in the future.   Amounts, use, and who is using it could be identified.  The Cape Cod Commission does not have all the funds to conduct the inventory and are also asking the State for funds.  Leo Cakounes stated that 1) he would not support this request now because of questions regarding potential revenue shortfalls, 2) he would like to get a clearer picture of what the money would be used for and 3) he would like to see if the Cape Cod Commission actually receives funding from other sources before committing County funds.  


Christopher Kanaga also agreed that without additional information he could not support this at this time.  John Ohman said he would like to table this request until more information could be received and questions answered by the Commissioners.

  
Marcia King motioned, seconded by Christopher Kanaga that the Standing Committee on Finance table and continue the discussion on Proposed Ordinance 11-08 until the next Assembly meeting day (9/7/11) or the one immediately after that (9/21/11) due to a lack of information. 5-0-0.    

The meeting was adjourned at 3:50 p.m.
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