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Report – Public Hearing on Proposed Ordinance 11-07 Suppl. Appropriations for 

Overnights of Hospitality

July 20, 2011

BARNSTABLE COUNTY ASSEMBLY OF DELEGATES
Report of the Standing Committee on Finance
Proposed Ordinance 11-07 
July 20, 2011
Dear Mr. Speaker and Assembly Delegates:

This is a report on Proposed Ordinance 11-07.  The proposed ordinance was submitted to the Assembly of Delegates by Delegate Marcia King at the Assembly of Delegates regular meeting on July 6, 2011.  A public hearing was scheduled to be held by the Standing Committee on Finance on Wednesday July 20, 2011 at 3:30 p.m. and it was duly advertised in the Cape Cod Times on July 13, 2011.

The purpose of the proposed ordinance was to add to the County’s operating budget for Fiscal Year 2012, as enacted in Ordinance No. 11-06, by making supplemental appropriations for the Fiscal Year two-thousand and twelve. 

Committee members present:  John Ohman, Chair, Leo Cakounes, and Marcia King.
Others present: Ed Lewis (Brewster Selectman), Diane Casey Lee Executive Director for the Cape Cod Council on Churches, and Jill Scalise Director of Case Management for the Cape Cod Council on Churches, and Jari Rappaport.
Chair John Ohman opened the public hearing a 3:35 p.m. 
Marcia King motioned and Leo Cakounes seconded to waive the reading of the posted public notice and Proposed Ordinance 11-07.  Unanimous.  3-0-0.
John Ohman stated that the committee was meeting to consider a request for $12,500 for Health & Human Services Department: Overnights of Hospitality Program.  He said this is something that has been done in the past.  This request was not part of the Commissioners FY 2012 budget.  The proposed ordinance was brought forward by Marcia King and John asked her to speak to her proposed ordinance.  Marcia King said she had met with Diane Casey Lee from the Cape Cod Council on Churches a month or so ago and had some materials to share with the committee.  Marcia shared information taken from a P&L statement that showed they were down $13,000 in May.  

Diane Casey Lee and Jill Scalise were invited to the table to talk about the collaborative project referred to as the Overnights of Hospitality.  John Ohman wanted to know how the money would be spent.  Jill passed out a handout titled “Overnights of Hospitality Update July 2011” to the committee.  This handout will be considered an exhibit to this report and forwarded to the full Assembly.  She said the Overnights provided over 30,000 nights of safe accommodation at a value of just over 1.2 million dollars.  This translates to a value of approximately $40 dollars per night, per individual.  Volunteers also donate approximately 1400 volunteer hours per month to operate the program.  There are about 42 congregations that participate.  John Ohman asked how it works.  Do they rotate?  Jill Scalise indicated participants are screened for appropriate placement.  There is a monthly schedule for the congregations that participate.  They provide a meal, snacks, sometimes a shower, and maybe a washing machine for laundry.  Diane Casey Lee said there is a team at the church that prepares for the arrivals. She said when she got involved she wanted to change the perception of homelessness and that has happened dramatically.  Jill Scalise said that over the past 6 years 190 individuals moved into permanent housing.  
Leo Cakounes asked for clarification on their fiscal year dates.  Diane Casey Lee stated it starts October 1st and ends September 30th.  Diane also handed out a financial report for FY 2011.  This handout will be considered an exhibit to this report.  Leo said although the funds would come from the county’s FY 2012, it would be going towards the organization’s FY 2011.  He said the money would be used to help avoid a deficit and a reduction in services.  Diane said that donations were down and provided examples of where the donations were lacking.  Leo said these funds would help the organization get through the current fiscal year and would not be used for a fiscal year that begins in October.

Marcia King said that what they are able to do is amazing.  John Ohman concurred.  He said the populations of homelessness are diverse and there are a lot of subsets to this group. John Ohman asked for comments from the public.  Jari Rappaport commented that the program is unique and is an important program.
There were no other comments from the public and the public hearing was closed.    
Leo Cakounes said he still has concerns regarding the ability to fund requests like this due to concerns about the budget.  Leo said he would support this request because it had come up in the past and he was made aware of it several months ago.  However, he said that he would probably be very reluctant to support any other requests for funding until he receives more information on how the county’s revenues are doing.  John Ohman suggested that next year they go through the Commission and get their request in early.  Leo said it appears that this organization is doing its best to try and make it with out asking for help but when they find they can’t they have asked for assistance to continue to operate.  Marcia said she could use the same approach next year if she asks for funding and doesn’t receive any.  Marcia said they are doing an incredible job.

Marcia King motioned, seconded by Leo Cakounes to recommend adoption of Proposed Ordinance 11-07 to the full Assembly.

John Ohman – Aye; Marcia King – Aye; Leo Cakounes – Aye. 
 

3-0-0. Unanimous.

Marcia King motioned, seconded by Leo Cakounes to adjourn the meeting. 3-0-0.

Unanimous. 
The meeting adjourned at 3:55 p.m.
Respectfully submitted:

John Ohman, Chair

Leo Cakounes
Marcia King   
