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RE: Open Meeting Law Complaint

Dear Attomey Troy:

This office received a complaint from Ronald Beaty on October 2, alleging that the
Bamstable County Assembly of Delegates (the "Assembly") violated the Open Meeting Law,
G.L. c. 30A, §§ 18-25.' The complaint was originally filed with the Assembly on or about
September 12, and you responded to the complaint, on behalf of the Assembly, by letter dated
September 28. In his complaint, Mr. Beaty alleges that, during its September 6 meeting, the
Assembly discussed an anticipated topic that was not listed on the meeting notice.

Following our review, we find that the Assembly did not violate the Open Meeting
Law. In reaching a determination, we reviewed the original complaint, the Assembly's
response to the complaint, and the complaint filed with our office requesting further review.
We also reviewed the notice and a transcript from the Assembly's September 6 meeting.
Finally, we spoke with Assembly Speaker Suzanne McAuliffe by telephone on November 30.

FACTS

We find the facts as follows. Bamstable County has a bicameral governmental model
in which the Assembly serves as the legislative branch and the Board of County
Commissioners ("the County Commission") serves as the executive branch of government.
The complainant is a County Commissioner. The County Commission provides a status
report to the Assembly at each of the Assembly meetings. During the Assembly's September
6 meeting, County Commission Chair Leo Cakounes, delivered such a status report to the
Assembly on the status of the County Commission's business. This topic was listed on the
notice as "Communications from the Board of Regional Commissioners." During this report.

All dates refer to the year 2017.
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