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Out of State Travel Report 

Fill out this report and submit it to the County Administrator (copy the County Administrative Assistant) within 30 
days of completing your travel. Be prepared to speak about the subject at the following Regional Board of 
Commissioners’ meeting.  

Name: Abigail Archer 

Title: Marine Resource Specialist 

Department: Cape Cod Cooperative Extension 

Dates of Trip: January 11-13, 2017 

Name of Meeting: 
Northeast Aquaculture Conference & Exposition and 37th Milford 
Aquaculture Seminar 

Location: Providence, RI 
Report Submitted for 
Commissioners’ Meeting On:  

 

Purpose: [describe the purpose and goals of the trip and about the organization hosting the event] 
• The Northeast Aquaculture Conference & Exposition (NACE) was created in 1998 by the Maine 

Aquaculture Innovation Center with the goal of bringing together producers, service providers, vendors, 
researchers, students and managers from across the northeast to discuss pressing issues and research on 
aquaculture. Since 1975, the NOAA Fisheries Milford Laboratory has presented research results at the 
Milford Aquaculture Seminar with the goal of transferring information and technology to the aquaculture 
industry, the scientific community, and the public. Every other year these two groups combine forces and 
plan one meeting. My goal was to hear the latest updates on shellfish and seaweed aquaculture research. 
 

Highlights: [describe achievements, meetings attended, or successes or new information, etc.] 

• I attended talks in the following sessions: Public Health, General Aquaculture, Aquaculture Management, 
Aquaculture & the Environment, Overview of 2016 Northeast Region Phytoplankton Blooms, Kelp Farming, 
and Ocean Acidification. 

• I learned that Maine, NH, MA, CT and RI all have different capacity for monitoring for Harmful Algal Blooms, 
but that all used their pre-existing plans successfully in 2016 to monitor for and/or take action to prevent 
illnesses associated with Amnesic Shellfish Poisoning. Advance planning and long term monitoring works! 

• In the Public Health session I attended a talk titled, “Applying surveillance and seasonal trend analysis to 
identify conditions that influence Vibrio parahaemolyticus concentrations in New England shellfish” I 
learned that temperature is not the only environmental variable that controls Vibrio levels in oysters. 
Salinity, chlorophyll, and pH also have an effect, and in different magnitudes over the four seasons. 
 

Outcomes: [describe the goals that were achieved, how they were achieved & the short or long-term 
impact for Barnstable County]. 

• Harmful algal blooms can be caused by many different species, and their life cycles are complicated. 
Now that I know more about recent occurrences, and who is doing what research, if/when blooms 
occur in our area, I can communicate this background information with Barnstable County citizens 
through Facebook posts and distribution of fact sheets. 

• After attending many talks on seaweed culture, I now have a better understanding of the challenges 
being faced by seaweed growers in CT and Maine. I am now able to direct interested Barnstable County 
citizens to useful resources, and will continue to build on this knowledge and be on the lookout for 
opportunities for Barnstable County growers. 



 

Template for the Out of State Travel Report for Barnstable County Staff – Version 1 – May 2016 

Out of State Travel Report 

Fill out this report and submit it to the County Administrator (copy the County Administrative 
Assistant) within 30 days of completing your travel. Be prepared to speak about the subject at 
the following Regional Board of Commissioners’ meeting.  

Name: Diane Murphy 

Title: Fisheries & Aquaculture Specialist 

Department: Cooperative Extension 

Dates of Trip: January 11 – 13, 2017 

Name of Meeting: 
2017 Northeast Aquaculture Conference & Exposition (NACE) and 
37th Milford Aquaculture Seminar (Joint Meetings) 

Location: Providence, Rhode Island 
Report Submitted for 
Commissioners’ Meeting On:  

 

Purpose: [describe the purpose and goals of the trip and about the organization hosting the event] 
• The purpose of the trip was to attend this joint meeting of two top aquaculture venues in New 

England. The goals were to present 3 PPT talks on our work, engage in several meetings with 
colleagues on other projects, and attend talks from other New England regions. NACE, created in 
1998, by the Maine Aquaculture Innovation Center with the goal of bringing together producers, 
service providers, vendors, researchers, students and managers from across the northeast region 
to discuss pressing issues and relevant research on aquaculture. 

Highlights: [describe achievements, meetings attended, or successes or new information, etc.] 

• More than 500 people from New England attended this conference and my 3 talks were very well-
received and included, 1) Juvenile Spisula, endeavors into butter clam culture; 2) Emergence of 
neoplastic disease in hard clams (Mercenaria mercenaria); and 3) Intro: GIS siting tool for 
aquaculture. I attended many talks on topics such as ocean acidification, shellfish husbandry, 
shellfish disease, integrated multi-trophic aquaculture, to name a few. I was able to convene a 
meeting with NEMAC, our SEMAC counterpart on the North Shore to strategize about future 
funding for the state’s aquaculture centers. I was also able to meet with other investigators 
working with us on an SK grant to explore juvenile surf clams as an alternative shellfish crop to 
augment oyster & clam farming.   

 
Outcomes: [describe the goals that were achieved, how they were achieved & the short or long-term 
impact for Barnstable County]. 
 

• The goal of presenting talks describing our projects and eliciting feedback was achieved. The surf 
clam talk opened up discussions from researchers in NJ doing a similar project and we were able 
to compare ‘notes’ and build upon current work.  We also discussed collaborating on a future 
grant to focus on marketing this alternative species. 
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Out of State Travel Report 

Fill out this report and submit it to the County Administrator (copy the County Administrative Assistant) within 30 
days of completing your travel. Be prepared to speak about the subject at the following Regional Board of 
Commissioners’ meeting.  

Name: Joshua Reitsma 

Title: Marine Program Specialist 

Department: Cape Cod Cooperative Extension 

Dates of Trip: January 11-13, 2017 

Name of Meeting: 
Northeast Aquaculture Conference & Exposition and 37th Milford 
Aquaculture Seminar 

Location: Providence, RI 
Report Submitted for 
Commissioners’ Meeting On:  

 

Purpose: [describe the purpose and goals of the trip and about the organization hosting the event] 
• The Northeast Aquaculture Conference & Exposition (NACE) was created in 1998 by the Maine 

Aquaculture Innovation Center with the goal of bringing together producers, service providers, vendors, 
researchers, students and managers from across the northeast to discuss pressing issues and research on 
aquaculture. Since 1975, the NOAA Fisheries Milford Laboratory has presented research results at the 
Milford Aquaculture Seminar with the goal of transferring information and technology to the aquaculture 
industry, the scientific community, and the public. Every other year these two groups combine forces and 
plan one meeting. 

• I presented results of one our recent shellfish research farm network projects related to growing small 
oysters more cost effectively to shellfish aquaculture industry members. 
 

Highlights: [describe achievements, meetings attended, or successes or new information, etc.] 

• I attended talks in the sessions ranging from off shore expansion of aquaculture, new species being grown, 
ocean acidification, and improvements in monitoring technology. 

• I was able to discuss similar surf clam research to our own with researchers from NJ. 
• I learned about shellfish processing equipment being used in RI, and elsewhere on the East Coast. 
• Discussed shrimp culture with a researcher from NH. 

Outcomes: [describe the goals that were achieved, how they were achieved & the short or long-term 
impact for Barnstable County]. 

• After presenting our research results on working with small oyster seed I had discussion with several 
growers who were going to attempt similar methods based on our recommendations.  The goal here 
being improved oyster farm cost efficiency.  

• Learning from NJ surf clam researchers I feel we are able to conduct our own field trials of surf clam 
aquaculture this summer, in hopes that it will build the information needed to allow a new species to 
be cultured here in Barnstable County. 

• I feel more comfortable with current shellfish processing equipment and shrimp culture technology as 
interest in both areas are growing in Barnstable County. 
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