FY 2016 New Initiative Budget Requests



Barnstable County Community Rating System (CRS) Coordinator - Currently only 2 of the 15 towns in Barnstable County are participants in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) Community Rating System (CRS) program.  This program is a voluntary incentive program that recognizes and encourages community floodplain management activities that exceed the minimum NFIP requirements.  In exchange for these voluntary floodplain management activities a premium reduction is given for the entire town that participates in the program.  Reductions range from 5% to 45%, however the best that could be reasonably expected for Barnstable County is 5%-15%.  Flood insurance rate increases (in some cases, dramatic increases), due to the double impact of the Biggert-Waters Act of 2012 and the Flood Insurance Rate Maps were updated in 2013, make it even more economically feasible to hire a coordinator to help towns take advantage of CRS credits… as the same discount will be applied to more and higher premiums.  Some of the main reasons that towns have not signed up for the CRS program include:  the significant amount of time it takes to gain accreditation, time needed for annual documentation, significant amount of time it takes for re-verification every 5 years, potential cost involved (mailings, etc.). Suggested salary SPT 4-1 - $59,539.10, however the Woods Hole Sea Grant program will provide $29,340 per year for two years toward this position bringing the cost to the County to be $31,188.10.

Home Based Business Program Coordinator – The Economic Opportunity section of the 2014 – 2018 Barnstable County Strategic Plan recommends the expansion of the Buy Fresh Buy Local Cape Cod program to include other Home Based Businesses or Services.  In the past, Cooperative Extension operated a very successful grant funded Home Based Business program.  When the grant ended, the County was not in the position to fund a permanent full time Home Based Business position.  The Home Based Business program offered programs and technical assistance to the many Cape Cod Home Based Businesses. Home Based Businesses are a significant part of the Cape economy.  According to the UMass Donahue Institute’s  Cape Cod Business Climate Survey conducted in 2012 34.3 % of Cape Cod’s businesses are based out of a home.  Today, the need for a program for Home Based Businesses continues.  Working with an advisory group, the Home Based Business Coordinator will provide regular programs/workshops on a variety of topics for Home based Business owners as well as organize and write a regular newsletter and research grants that will provide funding for innovative projects.  Suggested salary SPT 4 - $58,352.06

Aquacultural Research Corporation ARC – After several years of research and analysis which includes appraisals, financial reviews and the development of a conservation/agriculture restriction, a $250,000 dollar appropriation is requested to purchase the development rights of ARC.  This county funding will serve as a commitment from Barnstable County to preserve this extremely valuable business and land and also serve as a match for other funding opportunities.  To date, the state, Dennis Land Trust and town of Dennis have committed funds toward the purchase of ARC.
