COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

Barnstable, ss.

At the regular meeting of the County Commissioners held in the Barnstable County Superior Courthouse Building on the nineteenth day of November, A.D. 2014.

Chairman Flynn called the meeting to order 10:02 a.m.
Board of the Barnstable County Commissioners:

Mary Pat Flynn

Present

Sheila Lyons 

Present

William Doherty
Present

Staff Present:

Michael Brillhart
County Administrator
Justyna Marczak
Administrative Assistant

The Commissioners recited the Pledge of Allegiance followed by a Moment of Silence.

I. Public Comment 
Jeanne Hamilton from Sandwich presented the Commissioners a proposal regarding Route 6 clear cutting that has been sent to all public officials. The proposal addresses the concerns of safety, noise abetment, and beautification of the Route 6 Median. The document also mentions the elimination of maintenance by using the local type of shrubs. Ms. Hamilton also mentioned that the University of UMass Amherst is interested in that project. 

Next James Rogers of Sandwich stated his concerns regarding the power purchase agreements that the Barnstable County executed with Cape and Vineyard Electric Cooperative (CVEC) at their previous meeting. 
Finally Mr. Eric Bibler expressed his concerns regarding the public safety of wind turbines that will be built in Plymouth. He also stated his complaints regarding the operation of Cape Light Compact and the lack of access to CVEC’s meeting minutes and other documents.
II. Status report for the Children’s Cove – Stacy Gallagher, Director for the Children’s Cove.
Stacy Gallagher and Lenny Fontes gave the Commissioners a brief report on Children’s Cove, Cape and Island’s Child Advocacy Center. The department focuses on cases of child sexual abuse, severe physical abuse and witness to domestic violence.  
Last year the department was involved in:

1. Mental Health Program (with Mental Health Coordinator on-site)

2. Awareness Campaign
3. Child Trafficking and Exploitation Task Force

4. Secondary Trauma Network for First Responders (protecting and educating first responders)
5. Outreach and Education (pushing for being more present in schools, helping and educating kids in reporting the abuse)
6. Development and Fundraising

7. Board Development (importance of community connections)
Lenny Fontes talked about Children’s Cove statistics. He stated that there has been significant increase in reporting the abuse due to the outreach and awareness campaign. There has also been a reduction in how long people are in abusive situations, kids don’t wait too long to report the abuse. There are about 700 Children Advocacy Centers in the country with 11 centers in Massachusetts. By having all the services at the agency the average savings are $1,000 per child abuse case.

Commissioner Doherty said that it is important to know that child sex abuse cases happen everywhere and that cases were reported in every single town of Cape Cod and the Islands.

Ms. Gallagher finished off by stating that that somewhere in the future the Children’s Cove would like to offer services to affected adults in child abuse cases.
III. Update on Deeds Excise Tax Receipts – Jack F. Meade, Barnstable County Register of Deeds. 
Jack F. Meade gave the Commissioners a brief update on Deeds Excise Tax Receipts. 
IV. Update on the reorganization of the HOME Consortium under the Human Services Department.
Patty Daly said that consistent with the 2014 – 2018 Barnstable County Strategic Plan recommendations there is a proposal to relocate the Home Consortium from Cape Cod Commission to the Department of Human Services. 
HOME Program is administered under HUD with $400,000.00 per year to promote affordable housing. That includes homeownership and rental opportunities, tenant based rental assistance, homelessness prevention. Those areas overlap the services offered through the department of Human Services. The Cape Cod Commission is looking to hire an Affordable Housing Planner, the Affordable Housing Specialist position that will be responsible for managing that HUD grant would be hired through Human Services Department.
Beth Albert, Director for Human Services, explained why it would make sense to relocate the Home Consortium Program to Human Services. In addition to HUD grant, the Human Services Department coordinates the Regional Network to Address Homelessness. The department will also be taking a role of collaborative applicant for HUD Continuum of Care ($1.5 million dollar grant) that support permanent housing for chronically homeless people and people with disabilities. In addition the County is investing in grant writing for the Continuum of Care. 
Paul Niedzwiecki, Cape Cod Commission’s Executive Director said that part of the reason why the Home Consortium should be relocated to Human Services is for the Commission to focus on finding answers on how to build housing for millennials, to focus on the planning part of the housing needs. 
Commissioner Doherty suggested contacting the Human Services Committee at the Assembly of Delegates and seeking their opinion in the matter. 

V. Presentation of the Barnstable County Annual Report for FY14.
Michael Brillhart said that the Annual Report is a required document under Massachusetts General Laws. The Annual Report was prepared and presented by Angela Hurwitz. It is also available on the County website.
VI. Commissioners Actions

Motion made by Commissioner Doherty to approve the Minutes of November 13, 2014, 2nd by Commissioner Lyons, approved 3-0-0.

Motion made by Commissioner Doherty to approve the following Summary of Actions, 2nd by Commissioner Lyons, approved 3-0-0:

1) Executed the Contract Amendment between Barnstable County (Human Services) and Massachusetts Department of Public Health in the amount of $1,494,638.30for the Prevention and Wellness Trust Fund Grant, for the period of January 1 – December 31, 2015

2) Execute the 3rd Contract Amendment between Cape Light Compact (CLC), in accordance with our responsibility as fiscal agent for CLC, and Kelliher Samets Volk in the amount of $152,396.00 to Statewide Residential Energy Efficiency Marketing and Education Services, for the period of January 1, 2014 – December 31, 2014.
3) Executed the Cooperative Agreement between Barnstable County and the Town of Mashpee in the amount of $76,100.00 to perform all dredge related work for Popponesset Bay.
4) Executed the HOME Program Deed Restriction for the re-sale of an affordable Unit (Sean Buckland, 6 Clipper Circle, Sandwich MA) to a Household at or below 80% Income. 
5) Executed the Agreement between County of Barnstable and Service Employees International Union Local 888, for the period of July 1, 2013 – June 30, 2017, which includes revisions from Memorandum of Agreement that was previously voted on and approved by the Barnstable County Commissioners on October 29, 2014.
6) Approved the term extensions for the following Cape Cod Economic Development Council Members: 

Ken Cirillo


January 1, 2012 – December 31, 2017

Brian Mannal


January 1, 2012 – December 31, 2017

Dan Wolf



January 1, 2012 – December 31, 2017

Sheryl Walsh


May 14, 2014 – December 31, 2017

7) Approved the time sheet for Michael Brillhart.
8) Voted to amend the Barnstable County Personnel Policies and Procedures Manual to include the Domestic Violence and Abusive Situation Leave Act pursuant to Section 52E of Chapter 149 of the Massachusetts General Laws, effective August 8, 2014.
9) Approved the Request from Cape Cod Commission to declare surplus equipment.



Barnstable, ss. at 11:55 p.m. on this nineteenth day of November, A.D. 2014, Commissioner Doherty made a motion to enter into Executive Session under M.G.L., Chapter 30A, Section 21(A), 2 to conduct strategy sessions in preparation for negotiations with nonunion personnel or to conduct collective bargaining sessions or contract negotiations with nonunion personnel – Update on Barnstable County Classification Study, Mark Morse, MMA., 2nd by Commissioner Lyons, approved 3-0-0.  

By Roll Call:

Doherty aye, Lyons aye, Flynn aye.

Attest:


County Clerk

The foregoing records have been read and approved.


___________________


Mary Pat Flynn


Chair


___________________


Sheila R. Lyons

Vice-Chair


___________________









William Doherty








Commissioner
County Commissioners Minutes – November 19, 2014

