COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

Barnstable, ss.

At a regular meeting of the County Commissioners held in the Superior Court House Building in Barnstable on the tenth day of September, A.D. 2014.

Chairman Flynn called the meeting to order at 10:03 a.m.
Board of the Barnstable County Commissioners:

Mary Pat Flynn

Present

Sheila Lyons 

Present

William Doherty
Present

Staff Present:

Michael Brillhart
County Administrator
Justyna Marczak
Administrative Assistant

The Commissioners recited the Pledge of Allegiance followed by a Moment of Silence.

I. No Public Comment 
II. Report on the FY2015 HOME Consortium by Paul Ruchinskas of the Cape Cod Commission.
Paul Ruchinskas, Affordable Housing Specialist for Barnstable County presented the Commissioners the annual report on Barnstable County HOME Consortium.

HOME Consortium was formed in 1992 by Barnstable County Ordinance, and receives federal allocations for Affordable Housing. It is regulated by an agreement between Barnstable County and all 15 towns on Cape Cod. The 17 member Advisory Council consists of 15 members nominated by the towns and two at large members. 

Mr. Ruchinskas distributed to the Commissioners the Barnstable County HOME Consortium Annual Report for 2013. The Consortium received an allocation of $389,398.00.

There were:

· Two rental developments completed: Sally’s Way in Truro and Stage Coach Residences in Barnstable.  
· Four under construction developments: Village Green in Barnstable, 20 Shore Street in Falmouth, Simpkins Residences in Yarmouth and Breezy Acres/Great Cove Community in Mashpee.

· Four commitments for developments: Notantico Woods in Falmouth, Route 134 Community Housing in Dennis, Stable Path in Provincetown and Coady School Residences in Bourne.

Since 1994 over 14 million dollars have come to the County and over 1200 Affordable Units have been created. There has been at least one development funded by Consortium in every town on Cape Cod and over 600 households have received assistance.
Commissioner Doherty asked what effect did the 40% allocation cuts have on the affordable housing needs on Cape Cod. Mr. Ruchinskas responded that it significantly impacted the region. Three years ago the Consortium was able to help fund 3 to 4 housing developments per year but currently it comes down to two per year. There is also a deed restriction in Massachusetts that was issued by the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) in 2009 that survives foreclosure. HUD determined that this restriction is not in compliance with the HOME Program which prevents from supporting any Homeownership developments and limits to rental developments only.
Commissioner Flynn asked if there was any anticipation that the federal allocation might be increased but Mr. Ruchinskas said there was no indication of that.
The annual report is available on the Cape Cod Commission’s website under: http://www.capecodcommission.org/resources/affordablehousing/APR_2013_Draft2.pdf.

III. State of the Registry update by John F. Meade, Barnstable County Register of Deeds.
Mr. Meade said that the economy is starting to pick up very slowly and the Registry is starting to see the improvements. Commissioner Flynn said that the number of sales has not increased but the value of sales did. 
In January 2014 the Registry started the electronic recording that is taking about 15% of land recording and has been very well received. Mr. Meade also expressed his concerns regarding storage space.

In terms of revenues last year it was projected about $8 million in excise taxes and that number has been accomplished. Mr. Meade said that this year is projected to have the same success.
IV. Discussion on a proposed power sales agreement with CVEC regarding Net Metering credits to Barnstable County – Liz Argo, Special Projects Coordinator for CVEC.

Liz Argo presented the Commissioners a Municipal Net Metered Sales Agreement regarding Net Metering Credits to Barnstable County. 

Round 1 & Round 2 of Photovoltaic (PV) Initiatives is reaching the completion. Back in June 2014 the “Offtakers” (participating towns, counties and districts, including Barnstable County) took the advantage of CVEC’s Excess PV Production. Each offtaker’s percentage was derived from a ratio of CVEC’s excess kilowatt hours to offtaker’s requested kilowatt hours. After initial anticipation CVEC determined that there needs to be an amendment to a Power Sales Agreement due to more projected Net Energy available for offtakers. Barnstable County has a need for 1,637,695 kWh. Back in June CVEC projected 817,841 kWh available through CVEC PV Power Sales Agreement (PSA). After the adjustment Barnstable County is projected to receive 939,486 kWh. Following the execution of the Barnstable County PV PSA Amendment the County will still have a need for approximately 698,209 kWh. That need could be met by a new project – Municipal Net Metered Sales Opportunity – WIND Project. It is a Cranberry Bog in Plymouth, 4 turbines on 380 acre Ocean Spray active farm. Very good wind capacity, 33% capacity factor. Wind turbines would be the least invasive in terms of usage of that property. It would be a 20 year agreement; the turbines noise would be meliorated by a highway noise. 
CVEC is in the process of price negotiations with Future Generation Wind but the approximate prices would be $0.12 cost for the Net Metered Power. That amounts to $.02 per kilowatt hour (credit against the utility cost less the Power Purchase Agreement Cost).
According to projection Ms. Argo presented – Barnstable County will save $32,078 in year one in PV Net Metering Credits and $905,058 in 20 year period. In Wind Net Metering Credits the County is projected to save $14,662 in year one and $293,248 in 20 year period.

Motion made by Commissioner Doherty to support the Wind Project (Municipal Net Metered Sales Opportunity), 2nd by Commissioner Lyons, approved 3-0-0. 
V. FY2014 County Budget Close – Out Report by Joanne Nelson, Acting County Finance Director.

Presentation and general discussion regarding the FY2014 County Budget Close – Out.
VI. Discussion on the recommended dismissal of Barnstable County’s Involvement in the Lawsuit to recover unpaid excise taxes on deeds transfers affecting Freddie Mac and Fannie Mae properties.
Motion made by Commissioner Lyons to accept the recommendation of Special Counsel firm Todd & Weld LLP and dismiss the case filed by the County seeking to collect deeds excise transfer fees from Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac properties and to request that Todd & Weld LLP notify the County that the Contingent Fee Agreement has expired, 2nd by Commissioner Doherty approved 3-0-0.

Commissioner Flynn read the explanation for that motion: The US First Circuit Court of Appeals has ruled against Bristol County in a similar suit and there is now no precedent to support the County’s law suit. 

VII. Commissioners Actions
Motion made by Commissioner Lyons to approve minutes of August 27, 2014, 2nd by Commissioner Doherty, approved 3-0-0. 
Motion made by Commissioner Lyons to approve the following Summary of Actions, 2nd by Commissioner Doherty, approved 3-0-0:

1) Executed a discharge of HOME mortgage for Patricia A. Rosner.

2) Executed the Contract between Barnstable County and Fregonese Associates, Inc. in the amount of $94,630.00 for consulting services to develop a public education web-based tool for the Cape Cod Commission to assist with Land Use Planning on Cape Cod, with the execution through December 31, 2014.

3) Awarded the contract for consulting services to develop a public education web-based tool for the Cape Cod Commission to assist with Land Use Planning on Cape Cod to Fregonese Associates, Inc. as the most advantageous proposal.
4) Executed the annual merit increase for Jack Meade.
5) Executed a time sheet for Michael Brillhart.
6) Approved the Fund Balance Transfer in the amount of $1,604,872.00 from Power Supply Reserve Fund to CLC Operating Fund.

7) Approved the Cable Pole Attachment Bond between Barnstable County and Travelers in the amount of $75,000.00.

8) Approved the request from Barnstable County Human Services Department to transfer Oral Health Excellence Collaborative (OHEC) Fiscal Sponsorship from the Cape Cod Foundation to BC Human Services Department.

9) Executed the Massachusetts State AmeriCorps Request for Proposals, Concept Paper Stage (Intent to Apply and the Application) in the amount of $425,600.00 for the Program Year 2015 – 2016.
In her capacity as Chairman, Commissioner Flynn:

10) Executed Certificate for Dissolving Betterments for Margaret M. Haas f/k/a Margaret H. Vayda.

11) Executed Certificate for Dissolving Betterments for Gene L. Bound, Jr.
12) Executed Certificate for Dissolving Betterments for Richard E. Anderson, Sr. and Kathleen A. Anderson.

13) Executed Certificate for Dissolving Betterments for Benjamin M. Perry, Jr. a/k/a Benjamin H. Perry, Jr. and Daryll Beth Perry.

14) Executed Certificate for Dissolving Betterments for Edward F. Egan and Gail Egan.

15) Executed Certificate for Dissolving Betterments for Wesley Lohr and Carrie Lohr.

16) Executed Certificate for Dissolving Betterments for Michael K. O’Connell.

17) Executed Certificate for Dissolving Betterments for Robb C. Christensen.
18) Executed Certificate for Dissolving Betterments for Frank M. McLennan and Theresa M. McLennan.
19) Executed Certificate for Dissolving Betterments for Deborah A. Palmer, Sharon L. Palmer, Bonnie M. Slockett and Louise H. Palmer.
VIII. Commissioners Reports


Barnstable, ss. at 3:15 p.m. on this tenth day of September, A.D. 2014, Commissioner Lyons moved to adjourn, 2nd by Commissioner Doherty, approved 3-0-0.  

Attest:


County Clerk

The foregoing records have been read and approved.


___________________


Mary Pat Flynn


Chair


___________________


Sheila R. Lyons

Vice-Chair


___________________









William Doherty








Commissioner
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