

MEMORANDUM

[bookmark: _GoBack]TO:  Barnstable County Assembly of Delegates 
FROM:  Daniel Fortier, AICP, Dennis Town Planner 		
DATE:  March 20, 2018
SUBJECT:  Growth Incentive Zone Changes

I would like to offer my support for the proposed changes to the Cape Cod Commission’s Growth Incentive Zones. As many of you know,  I am not one of the most ardent supporters of the Commission. Changes to regional regulations that clear the way for well planned economic investment is critical to our economy. 

The Growth Incentive Zone concept was intended to remove hurdles. Unfortunately, the concept, as originally crafted, failed most of the Cape. Reinvestment in Dennis Port Village Center, a redevelopment strategy heralded by the former Governor Romney's Smart Growth Initiative and the Massachusetts Chapter of the American Planning Association, could not take advantage of the GIZ concept as currently devised. Even Commission staff admitted the Village Center was the land use strategy most supportive of the Regional Policy Plan,  but mitigation requirements left the area at a disadvantage to Greenfield development. 

The proposed changes to the GIZ concept will open new opportunities for Smart Growth areas to take advantage of regulatory relief. Proper planning will be rewarded rather than punished. The changes will help us here on the Cape to offer economically competitive areas for economic investment. I want to encourage the Assembly of Delegates to approve this change.
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