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Barnstahle County
In the year Two Thousand Seventeen

Qrdinance 17-
to propose an amendment to the Barnstable County Home Rule Charter to provide for a recall
procedure for elected county officials.
Nnow, Therefore The Cape Cod Regional Government, known as Barnstabie County, hereby

ordains:;

~ The following proposed amendment to the Barnstable County Home Rule Charter be submitted
to the General Court as required by Article 9, Section 9.1.

To add to Article 7 the following new Section and related changes;
Current Section Section 7-6 shall be renumbered to 7-7.
A new Section 7-6 shall be inserted as follows;

Section 7-6. Recall of Elected Officials
(a) Any elected offlcehoIc!ers.—\.nanhi-}t@lq@C servmg all of Barnstable County 4Fsemng4he

emeehe»lder—s-elee#eel—tepm—maybe recaiied by the voters as hereln prowded

(b) 1000 registered voters of Barnstable County may file with the County Clerk and affidavit
containing their names, addresses and signatures, the name of the officer holder to be recalled
and a statement of the grounds for recall; provided that at least twenty-five names come from
each Town of Barnstable county and that no more than twenty-five percent of names come from
any one fown.

(c) The County Clerk shall, within three_(3) working days of receiiept of the affidavit, submit
the affidavit to the Registrar of Voters in each town, and the Registrars shall within fourteen_(14)
days certify thereon the signatures which are names of registered voters. if the affidavit shall be
found and certified by the Registrars of Voters to be sufficient, the County Clerk shall thereupon
deliver to the first signatory from each town a sufficient numbers of copies of petition blanks de-
mandingg such recall, printed forms which shall be kept available. The blanks when issued shall
be signed by the County Clerk and bear the Official Seal. Each petition shall be circulated in and
contain the signatures of one Town. The petition blanks shall contain the names of the first sig-
natory of the affidavit from each town. The petitions shall be dated and addressed to the Board
of County Commissioners and shail additionally contain the name of the officeholder whose re-
call is sought, the grounds for recall as stated in the affidavit and shall require the election of a
successor to such office.

(d) The recall petition shall bear the signatures and residential addresses of at least fifteen
percent (15%) of the registered voters, no more than twenty-five percent (25%) of which shall be
from any one town, and shall be returned to the Town Clerks within twentyhirty (320) working
days after the petition blanks have been issued by the County Clerk. The petitions containing
the signatures requesting the recall electicn need not be submitted at the same time.

(e) The Town Clerks shall within one day of receipt submit the petition to the Registrars of
voters in each town, and the registrars shall within fourteen (14} working days certify thereon the
number of signatures which are names of registered volers.




() The petition and number of certified signatures shall be sent by -the Registrars to the

County Clerk by the day following the pericd for verifying signatures. Upon receipt, and certifica-
tion that a sufficient number of signatures had been obtained, the County Clerk shall submit the
petltlons along with a certgflcate of sufﬁmency fo the Board of County Commassuoners »if—theqoeﬁ-

¢ acated- The Board of County Commlssmners shall,
wuthm three (3) worklng days give wntten notice by registered mail of the receipt of the certifi-
cate to the officeholder sought to be recalled.

(g) Unless the officeholder shall have resigned within five (5) days thereafter, the Board of
County Commissioners shall order a special election to be held on a date fixed by them, which
shall be not less than sixty (60) nor more than ninety (S0) days after the date of the County
Clerk's certificate that a sufficient petition has been filed; provided, however, that if any other
general or special election is to occur within ninety (90) days after the date of the ceitificate, the
Board of Selectmen shall postpone the hoiding of the special election to the date of such other
election.

(h) Any officeholder sought to be removed may not be a candidate to succeed himself in the
recall election. The nomination of candidates, the publication of the warrant for the recall elec-
tion and the conduct of the same shall all be in accordance with the provisions of General Law
relating to elections, and the election to replace the officeholder sought to be removed shall be
held on the same day and on the same ballot as the recall election.

(i) The incumbent shall continue to perform the duties of office until the recall election. If not
recalled, the incumbent shall continue in office for the remainder of the unexpired term. An in-
cumbent having successfully survived a recall election shall not again be subject to recall until
six (68) months after such survival, If recalled, the incumbent shall be deemed removed upon the
certification of the successor who shall hold office during the unexpired term. If the successor
fails to qualify within five (5) days after receiving notification of election, the incumbent shall
thereupon be deemed removed and the office vacant.

)i The form of the question to be voted upon shall be substantially as follows: "Shall [here
insert the name and title of the elective officer whose recall is sought] be recalled?" The action
of the voters to recall shall require a majority vote, but shall not be effective unless the total of
those voting for and against recall shall exceed twenty percent (20%) of the registered voters of
Barnstable County.

k) No person, having been removed from office by recall or having resigned from office
while recall proceedings were pending against him, shall be appointed to any county office
within two (2) years following said removal or resignation.
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Susan Moran- Falmouth
Edward McManus- Harwich
John Ohman- Dennis

Ronald Bergstrom- Chatham
Brian O'Malley- Provincetown
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